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Rationale 

At Streatham Wells, we want all children to become confident writers with legible 

and fluent handwriting.  Children need to be taught how to form and join letters 

correctly so that their writing is fit for purpose and does not hinder their progress as 

writers.  We teach that every letter starts on the line to minimize confusion for 

children and to ensure consistency of teaching, beginning in the Early Years and 

continuing through to Key Stage 2.  The same high standard of handwriting and 

presentation is expected in every area of the curriculum. 
 

Aims 

Our aims are: 

• To provide equal opportunities for all pupils to achieve success in 

handwriting; 

• To ensure children produce clear, legible and fluent  handwriting; 

• To present written work to a variety of audiences for different purposes;  

• To promote confidence and self-esteem and encourage children to take pride 

in their work; 

• To deliver a consistent, whole-school approach with continuity and 

progression through year groups, as illustrated in the National Curriculum. 

 

 

Early Years 

In the Early Years, children participate in a variety of activities that develop pre-

writing skills.   In Nursery and Reception, activities to encourage mark making and to 

develop gross and fine motor skills are used daily. Through the Read, Write Inc.  

phonics programme, children are taught how to form letters; paying attention to the 

starting point for each letter (we add an entry point starting on the line to every 

letter before continuing with the written RWI rhyme), the direction of pencil 

movement and the relative heights of the body of each letter.  Children are 

encouraged to work towards a tripod grip.  Children are encouraged but not 

expected to be joining letters by the end of the year. The expectation is that children 

leave Reception, having learnt all of the letters and how to form them correctly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Years 1-2 

• I can tell you how some letters are similar and can be put into groups. 

 

National Curriculum objectives for year 2:  

 

• When I write, my letters are the same size. 

• I am learning which letters to join up in my handwriting, and which ones are 

best left un-joined. 

• I can write letters and numbers that are the right way round and the right 

size. 

• I know where to leave spaces between words. 

 

 

Years 3-6 

The cursive style will continue to develop in to Key Stage 2, with any children still 

being unable to form letters correctly being targeted from the beginning of year 3 

with handwriting intervention. Three fifteen minute handwriting sessions are 

taught weekly in years 3 and 4, with the focus on developing style and targeting 

spelling. This continues into years 5 and 6, with gradually less whole class 

handwriting sessions (depending on the class) and more targeted groups.  It is 

expected that a high standard of cursive script be promoted across all curriculum 

subjects. 

As children move to Year 1, they should be consolidating the skills that they have 

acquired in the Early Years and moving on to achieving the National Curriculum 

objectives.  Handwriting is taught daily through the introduction of graphemes in 

Read, Write, Inc.  sessions. When teaching how to write the phoneme, we add an 

entry line (starting on the line) and exit line (finishing on the line) to every letter.  

Handwriting is also taught through two twenty minute handwriting sessions 

weekly, where teachers use the Collins scheme of work to support children’s 

progress. By the end of Year 1 we expect all children to be forming all letters 

correctly, starting and ending on the line, and that most children will be naturally 

joining the majority of their letters. By the end of year 2, we expect most children 

to be writing in full cursive script. 

 

National Curriculum Objectives for year 1: 

 

• When writing, I sit and hold a pencil correctly. 

• I can write some of my letters correctly, starting and finishing in the right 

place. 

• I can write some capital letters. 

• I can write the numbers 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,0 correctly. 



 

 

 

National Curriculum objectives for Years 3 and 4: 

• In handwriting, I know which letters are appropriate to join. 

My joined handwriting is legible with all letters the same height and the correct 

distance apart from each other.  

 

National Curriculum objectives for Years 5 and 6:  

 

• I make sure others can read my handwriting and decide whether or not to 

join specific letters. 

• I choose the writing tool that is best suited for a task. 

 

Home- School Links 

Parents and carers will be given a copy of the appendices at the introduction 

meetings at the beginning of the year. These will also be available online so that 

parents can reinforce and consolidate what the children have learnt at school.  

 

 

Inclusion 

We aim to ensure that handwriting is accessible to all children. This will be achieved 

by effective planning, clear assessments of children and the appropriate organization 

of resources. Interventions and resources will be provided for those children with 

Special Educational Needs and any child that has a barrier to their learning. 

 

 

  



 

 

Appendix 1 

* We do not join the letters x or z 

* q has an entry line but is not joined after 

* For guidance on how to join o, r, v and w to other letters please see Appendix 2. 

  

z z z z xxxx



 

 

  



 

 

 

Appendix 2 

  

Special attention needs to be given to teaching joins for the letters o, r, v and w as 

their exit lines do not finish on the bottom line. Children need to be taught explicitly 

how to form the next letter after these letters. 


