
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome to Year One and the beginning of an exciting new school term! I hope you all had a restful 

break during the summer and are looking forward to the year ahead. Please find attached details of 

some of the things your child will be learning about in this first half term.  

 

The transition from Reception to Year One can be worrying for children and parents alike. Children 

used to an entirely play-based curriculum have to adjust to the more formal learning of Key Stage One 

and some may find this quite difficult at first. We try to incorporate some familiar activities from 

Reception and retain some freedom of choice for the children in the early days to make the transition 

as smooth as possible. Please rest assured that most children do settle quickly, adapt to the changes 

and make very good progress.  

 

Children will be reading individually with an adult on a regular basis, as well as continuous practice as a 

whole class. They will also be bringing home a reading book, matched to their reading level, to share 

with you. Although regular reading practice is essential to your child’s development and progress, 

sharing a book with a parent/carer should be relaxed and fun – if your child is tired or anxious, don’t 

insist on them reading with you. Try again later or leave it until the next day, when they may be much 

more enthusiastic.  

 

Children benefit enormously from re-reading books several times, so books will not be changed every 

day. Each child has a reading record book for parents/carers to note any comments about their child’s 

reading. Please ensure that this remains in your child’s bookbag, as your comments can be very helpful 

to adults reading with your child at school. Please note that we do not usually write in your child’s 

book, as separate reading records are kept. This does not mean that your child is not reading at 

school!   

 

In Year One, ‘homework’ mainly consists of reading and practising any common exception words your 

child may be given. Children will occasionally bring home some additional literacy or numeracy 

homework to help them consolidate their learning in a particular area and they may be asked to carry 

out some simple research connected to our topic work in history, geography or science. They will also 

be bringing home Fluffy, our class pet, on a rota basis. He has his own diary where the children can 

write about his adventures and share them with the class.  

 

P.E with Michael takes place on Tuesdays.  A P.E kit consisting of shorts and t-shirt is provided but 

please ensure that your child wears trainers or pumps on these days. Alternatively, they can keep 

these in a bag on their peg so that they are always available.  During cold weather, tracksuit bottoms 

and sweatshirts should be provided. The children will also be having gymnastics lessons on Thursdays 

for the whole of this term. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns you would like to discuss, please make an appointment to speak 

to me. Could I please ask that you only pass on really urgent information to me in the mornings when 

you leave your child, as this is a very busy time of day and I cannot guarantee that you will get my full 

attention! Can I also remind you that you must let us know if your child is being collected by someone 

different to usual at the end of the day, including parents of other children in the class.  

 

 

Chris 

Class Teacher - Year One  

 
 

 



 
Literacy 

 

We will be revising and consolidating the children’s understanding of the alphabet and letter/sound 

recognition and extending this to alternative spellings. Children will be practising reading and writing 

simple words by listening to and combining sounds and letters and learning to read and spell common 

exception words (words that are not phonetically regular). We will look at sentences and the use of 

capital letters and full stops. Children will enjoy a variety of fiction and non-fiction linked to our topic 

of the natural world. 

 

Maths 

 

We will be concentrating on number work for the whole half term, mastering recall and recording of 

addition and subtraction facts for numbers to 10 and using them to solve addition and subtraction 

problems.  

 

Geography 

 

We will be learning about the continents and oceans of the world and seasonal weather in the U.K. 

 

Science 

 

The children will be learning about the four seasons and the changes associated with each. They will 

be learning to measure and record weather phenomena using simple equipment. 

 

R.E 

 

Our topic is ‘The Natural World.’ We will learn about creation stories from the major world religions 

and how we can all play a part in looking after the wonderful things we find in nature. 

 

P.S.H.E 

 

Our value for this half term is ‘Resilience.’ 

 

P.E 

 

The children will work with Michael to develop their skills in running, jumping, throwing and catching 

using a variety of equipment. They will also work on balance and agility in their gymnastics lessons. 

 

Music 

 

We will be listening to music with a seasonal theme and learning to identify musical elements. The 

children will also be composing their own seasonal music using voices and instruments. 

 

Computing 

 

Children will be learning to use paint programs to create art linked to our topics. They will also learn to 

save and retrieve their work. 

 

Art 

 

We will be exploring line, pattern, texture and colour through experimenting with a range of media and 

techniques to produce art with a nature theme. 

 


