
  Year 5 Autumn Term Newsletter 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

  

Welcome back and I hope you’ve all had a fun and relaxing summer 

holiday. I’m really looking forward to the year ahead and having the 

class for a second year. There is a lot to look forward to and I can’t wait to get started. We’ll 

be kicking things off with an in depth look at the Anglo-Saxon and Viking struggle for power in 

England. We’ll travel back in time to learn about these interesting periods in history and why 

they came to England. Children will discover who these people were, what their lives were 

like and how they helped shaped the Britain we know. Michael Morpurgo’s brilliant book, 

Arthur High King of Britain, will be our main text and provide many opportunities for exciting 

pieces of writing. From newspaper reports to recreating atmospheric battle scenes, children 

will be developing their grammar, punctuation and spelling through stimulating, rich 

outcomes. We also have a few trips to look forward to, including a visit to the British Museum, 

the National Maritime Museum and of course our overnight Castle trip! 

 

In Maths we will build on our knowledge of place value by looking at numbers up to one 

million. We will practice rounding and look at powers of ten. Children will continue to solve 

tricky problems to develop their reasoning and depth in learning. I encourage everyone to 

get back into their times tables as we may be feeling a bit rusty after the summer holidays! 

Times table rockstars is a great website to use but there are lots of fun ways to practice. A few 

minutes a night makes all the difference.  

 

In Science, we will be investigating the life cycle of plants and animals. The children will carry 

out simple class based investigations and devise their own methods for recording, questioning 

and evaluating.  

 

Our Computing studies will be focused on using Trimble SketchUp to recreate an Anglo-Saxon 

settlement. Children will learn how to create a virtual space that replicates a historical one.  

 

Our focus in PSHE will be Resilience. We will be discussing what this means and how we can 

show resilience in the face of adversity. Christianity will be the focus in RE, specifically looking 

at Jesus and how his teachings influenced Christian beliefs about life and death. In Art we will 

start the year with an exciting look at Print Making and recreating the treacherous sea 

monsters which these brave explorers may or may not have come across on their journeys! In 

Music we will be focusing on rhythm and pulse and linking it to our learning of the Anglo 

Saxons and Vikings.   

 

Our P.E. lessons will be on Monday and we will also be going swimming every Friday. A 

reminder that children need to wear appropriate PE attire and bring a swim suit, towel and 

swimming cap on Fridays.  

 

Every Friday, your child will have homework to complete. It will be a piece of English and 

Maths to be completed at home with support from you. The work will always be based on 

what we have studying in class. I expect this work to be returned to school the following 

Wednesday. In addition to this, please ensure your child is reading a quality text for 20 minutes 

each day and, as mentioned, practicing their times tables.  

 

I hope you find this information useful and if you have any questions or concerns please don’t 

hesitate to speak to me! 

 

Best wishes, 

Erica 


