
  Year 5 Autumn 2 Term Newsletter 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

  

Hope you are all ready for a busy and exciting term! Autumn 2 is always 

jam-packed with learning and fun experiences and this one is no 

different. I’ve got a few trips booked including a visit to the Maritime Museum and a visit to the 

local cinema. Our topic carries over from last term as we will continue to study the Anglo-Saxons 

and Vikings and their pursuit of power in England. In English we will be stepping into role to see 

what it was really like for Vikings back then. We will learn how to fight like a Viking and survive. 

We’ll examine their state of living and even head out on an expedition to try and find more land 

to conquer! In History we will look at the infamous Viking long ship, some of their brutal raids and 

invasions as well as the Gods they worshipped.  
 

In Maths we will look at the four operations (addition; subtraction; multiplication; division) and gain 

confidence at using them fluently. We will focus on using rounding to estimate when adding and 

subtracting and using the inverse to check our work. We will find factors and multiples and 

investigate prime and composite numbers. Square and cubed numbers will also be explored. 

Finally, we will be multiplying by a 1 and 2-digit number and dividing by a 1-digit number with 

remainders. Once we have mastered these skills, we will tackle multi-step word problems which 

draw upon all four operations.  
 

In Science, we will be investigating properties and changes of materials. Children will compare 

and group together everyday materials based on their properties. They will draw upon their 

previous knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated. In 

addition, they will explore how some changes are reversible and others are not. Throughout all of 

this, students will focus on giving reasons based on evidence from comparative and fair tests.  
 

We will be bloggers in our computing studies as we look at how to share our opinions safely online. 

However, we will be doing so in the form of a Viking Soldier who is making the crossing to England 

ready for invade! Stay tuned for a link to keep updated on the trials and tribulations of a Viking 

Soldier! 
 

We will continue our participation in the Burnet News Club this term after an amazing start last 

term. Our new topic is social housing, as we look at what it is and who is most deserving of it. We 

start off by looking at the Grenfell fire and the tragedy that ensued. Over the term children will 

build their own opinions and finally compose a video interview.     
 

Our P.E. lessons will be on Monday and we will also be going swimming every Friday. A reminder 

that children need to wear appropriate PE kit (dark shorts or track suit, white or yellow t.shirt) and 

bring a swim suit, towel and swimming cap on Fridays.  
 

This half term children will have Homework Activity Grids. This grid has lots of tasks based on our 

topic for the half term and children may choose which they want to do. They must complete a 

minimum of 4 activities- one of these being from the Verbal column and one from the scientific 

column. Half way through the half term (23rd November) children may bring in finished tasks to 

show the class (the children thought this would be a good way to help others with ideas and serve 

as a reminder!) The due date for the homework is Monday 18th December. This is when children 

must bring in completed tasks or projects they have been working on to show the class and other 

children in key stage 2: each class will put on an exhibition so that children’s work can be 

celebrated. In addition to this, please ensure your child is reading a quality text for 20 minutes 

each day and practicing their times tables.  
 

I hope you find this information useful and if you have any questions or concerns please don’t 

hesitate to speak to me! 
 

Best wishes, 

Erica 


