
Year 6 Autumn Term (1st Half) Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back! Here we go with Year 6!  I hope you all had a wonderful summer and that 

the children received my post card. Year 6 will really be their best yet; we’ve got so many 

exciting things planned. 

The following is an overview of the subjects and activities we will be covering this half 

term. 

The children will be performing Much Ado About Nothing at the RADA theatre, 

Bloomsbury on 30th October, so we will spend the first three weeks in Literacy studying 

Shakespeare, deciphering the language and writing in role. We will also do lots of drama 

activities to help the children with their performance. Whilst we will continue with our 

Shakespeare in rehearsal times in the afternoons, we will move on to report writing, 

biographies and autobiographies in literacy lessons. The children will be able to choose 

someone who inspires them to write a biography about. After that, we’ll move on to some 

report and information text writing to support our learning of the War of the Roses in 

history.  

In Maths we will spend the entire term on number: calculations, number patterns, 

negative numbers and place value will all be covered to ensure there are no gaps from last 

year’s learning.  Problem solving and worded problems will also be prominent throughout 

the term. It is vital that the children are solid with long division and multiplication by the 

end of this term and know their times table facts; the rest of the year will be very difficult 

without these things in place, so please talk to me asap if you  have a concern about this.  

In Science the children will be taught by the marvellous Andrew. He will be teaching them 

all about Micro-organisms, habitats, adaptation and evolution. The children will continue 

to develop their scientific enquiry skills with lots of observations, experiments and 

research. 

Our History topic for the first half of the year will be 1066, the Magna Carta and the 

Tudors. This is a wonderful topic as it gives children the chance to see how certain Tudor 

monarchs have shaped the way we live in Britain today and links nicely with our 

Shakespeare production. The children will also get to be detectives and try to solve the 

case of The Princes in the Tower.  

In RE we will be studying Islam. We will focus on The Ummah – the world family of 

Muslims, the spread of Islam and its multicultural nature. We will also learn about how 

Muslim families and communities practise their faith, and the contributions this makes to 

local life.  

In Art the children will be looking at and producing their own Tudor portraits to support 

our learning in History. We will focus on proportion and developing our sketching and 

painting techniques. We will also look at some important artists (Picasso, Giuseppe 

Arcimboldo,  Andy Warhol, Hans Holbein, Amedeo Modigliani) and their styles of portraits.  



In ICT, we will begin with a revision of the importance of E-safety.  The children will also 

learn how to research information on the internet safely and effectively and be discerning 

in evaluating digital content and research. 

In Music we will listen to some Tudor music and also use this time for our Shakespeare 

production; getting musical numbers ready for the show! 

PE with Michael will be on Mondays and Tuesdays. If the weather is fine, this session will 

be in the playground, so please ensure that your child has appropriate footwear and 

clothing to change into for this session.  

In PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship Education) we will be focusing on one of our 

school values: Pioneering. Through this topic we will look at significant pioneers in Black 

History and how they influenced change for the better. We will also look into Growth vs 

Fixed Mindsets and think about how a Growth Mindset can really help the children to 

reach their full potential this year. 

Children will be given Homework Activity Grids at the beginning of each half term to 

encourage independent learning around their topics. Children will be expected to 

complete at least three of these during the half term, with at least one of the activities 

being literacy based. Additional homework/revision will be handed out if children need to 

consolidate something covered in Literacy or Maths during the week. This will be handed 

out on Fridays and must be handed in by Thursday to be marked.  The children will be 

given a book to complete this in. I like to use these books as a home-school contact, so 

please feel free to leave notes in there for me! Similarly, I will use it to notify you of work 

that may have posed problems, or work that the children have excelled in as a celebration 

of their achievement. Homework in year 6 is very important, so please give them an extra 

push! 

Please bring any questions or concerns directly to me; staff meetings are held Mondays 

and Tuesdays after school, other than that, I’m normally available. I’ve been really looking 

forward to having this class and can’t wait to get started! 

Here’s to a successful year 6! 

 

With Best Wishes, 

 

 

Emma Warsop 

 


