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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back! We hope that you had a fun and restful holiday. Below is a brief 

outline of the curriculum to be covered this half term.  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

During this half term we will be encouraging your child to talk about his/her 

feelings and about how they and others show their feelings. We will also be 

encouraging them to reflect on their learning, to talk about things they are good 

at and things that they would like to be better at.  

 

Understanding the World  

Our Topic this half term is Growing and Changing. The children will use the 

garden to investigate plants and trees that are growing there. They will have an 

opportunity to do some weeding in the flower beds and look closely at the roots 

and shoots as the weather improves. Your child will be planting beans and other 

vegetables in the vegetable beds and then watching them grow over the next 

few months. They will also be looking closely at different animals and their 

lifecycles, starting with the lifecycle of a chicken. We will be meeting our new 

school chickens and choosing their names! 

 

Communication and Language  

We will continue to read stories to the children every day and encourage them 

to anticipate events, respond to the illustrations and to each other’s comments.  

We are developing a Garden Centre role play area outside and a Florist inside 

and will be encouraging the children to create storylines and narratives in their 

play. We will also be concentrating on retelling some traditional stories. Please 

encourage your child to retell their favourite story to you without using the 

book and pictures. If your child has practised this at home they could come and 

retell their favourite story to the whole class!  

 

Literacy 

This half term we will be reading stories and information books linked to growing 

such as Jasper’s Beanstalk, Oliver’s Vegetables and The Little Red Hen. We will 

be reading and writing sentences together and playing games each day to help 

the children to continue to build up a bank of red words for reading and for 

writing. We will continue our daily shared writing activities in class which will 

help your child with the process of writing such as how to put spaces between 

words, re read as they go along and how to structure their writing. It would help 

if you could do this with them at home also and encourage your child to help 

write shopping lists, reminder notes, thank you cards and write about anything 

that interests them.  



 

 

Mathematical Development 

The children will be recapping addition and subtraction and learning how to 

double and halve numbers to 20 and share objects into equal amounts. The 

children will continue to investigate capacity, weight, length and height through 

practical activities both indoors and outside. They will find out about weighing 

through cooking activities, length and height through planting and growing 

activities and capacity through outdoor water play. 

 

Physical Development 

In the hall the children will be exploring different ways to move to music and we 

will be linking our movement sessions to our investigations of shape and space. 

We will continue to use our outdoor space for PE using the small games 

equipment. The children will continue to have daily opportunities to climb, 

balance, run and jump and to play on balance bikes, body boards and recumbent 

cycles. Indoors the children will be using large tweezers, scissors and other 

tools to develop their fine motor skills and strength in their hands.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design.  

The children will be representing their ideas, thoughts and feelings through art, 

music and design technology. We will continue to provide the children with a 

range of materials and equipment and encourage them to use their imagination 

and creativity to create their own work.  

 

 

• Please see the attached letter about our Reception Reading Challenge!  

 

• This half term we will be visiting Brixton Windmill to take part in a 

session on The Little Red Hen and to meet the miller and see how 

they make flour. A letter with further details will be sent next 

week. 

 

• Please ensure your child has one or two spare sets of clothes on their 

pegs. Thank you. 

 

• If you would like any advice on how to support your child with their 

learning at home please don’t hesitate to come and talk to one of us 

at the beginning or the end of the day. 

 

 

We are looking forward to an enjoyable half term with lots of fun and sunshine! 

 

 

Rachel, Rebecca, Maria and Keely  


