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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The theme for this half term is Minibeasts. Below is a brief outline of the curriculum to 

be covered in the Nursery: 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Our focus this half term is to help the children to persist for extended periods of time 

at an activity of their choosing and have a developing awareness of their own needs, 

views and feelings.  

  

Communication and Language  
This half term we will be focusing on building vocabulary that reflects the breadth of 

their experiences describing insects, types of insects and the way they live. 

 

Literacy  

The children will become involved in looking at books of ‘Minibeasts’ for example the 

story of ‘The Very Lazy Ladybird’, “The Bad-tempered Ladybird”, ‘What the ladybird 

heard” and “The Very Hungry Caterpillar.” 

You can help your child at home by: 
• Talking about different Minibeasts in the local environment and calling their 

attention to them.  

• Encouraging your child to make independent observations about insects: What do 

they look like? What do they eat? How do they move/behave? Where do they 

live? 

• Looking at books, websites and magazines about insects. If you feel adventurous, 

you could even make your own insect book at home. 

 

Mathematical Development 
This half term the children will continue to learn through daily numbers sessions, 

counting songs and action rhymes encouraging children to count beyond 10, also 

recognizing numerals from 0 to 10 and beyond. We are starting to introduce the 

mathematical language of simple additions and subtractions. 

The children will also begin to focus on patterns in color and design. We will observe 

spirals, spots and symmetrical patterns.  

 

You can help your child at home by: 
• Talking about different patterns in their own environment and count an irregular 

arrangement of up to ten objects.  

• You could point out different numerals around them to recognise. 

 

 

 

 



Understanding the World 
This half term the children will be examining minibeasts to find out more about them. 

We will look in detail at ladybirds, snails, worms, butterflies and spiders and describe 

the insects’ size, color, number of legs, speed and way of travelling. Children are 

encouraged to make observations about these animals, their habitats and diet. Our 

plants are growing fast in the nursery garden and we are hoping to start using our 

vegetables during our cooking sessions. This half term the children will also be examining 

living things to find out more about them. We have chickens, as you know, in our school, 

which we look after and collect the eggs from and Mr. Wells, our school dog. 

 

Physical Development 
During our sessions we will be focusing on the different movements of Minibeasts: 

hopping, sliding, curling, stretching and flying. The children will be asked to follow 

combinations of movement and gesture in order to express and respond to feelings, 

ideas and experiences. We continue our weekly yoga sessions till the end of term as well.  

 

Creative Development 
Children will take part in a role-play based on their first hand story experience. We will 

create props to support role-play and also use body movement to represent different 

insects.   

 

�SUN LOTION 
If the weather becomes sunny, may I please ask you, especially those of you with 

children whose skin burns during sun exposure, to make sure that you put a high 

SPF lotion (minimum of SPF30) on their skin before they come to nursery. The 

children spend part of the session outside, some for a long time, so their skin 

needs to be protected. Sun hats and sunglasses are also important so please 

bring these in if you have them. Hats should be clearly labeled with your child’s 

name. 

� MESSY PLAY 

Our aim in the Foundation Stage is to provide the children with as wide a range 

of activities and experiences as is possible, including some very messy play both 

outside and indoors and in all weathers. These activities will include mud in our 

mud kitchen, glue, paint, water and wet sand and clay. We have some changes of 

clothing within the nursery and a selection of Wellington boots, but not enough 

for each child. Please ensure that your child is appropriately dressed to allow 

them to participate in all of these activities. We appreciate your support. 

� VOLUNTEERS 

In the Nursery we recognize and greatly value the skills and experience of all 

parents and carers. This term we would like to encourage parents who are willing 

to help us with our gardening or cooking project. Our garden is developing very 

fast and we need all the help possible to make it a success this year again.  

 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to ask Bunmi, Maria or myself.  

 

Judit 

Nursery Teacher 


