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I hope you all had a relaxing half term and are full of energy for the run up to 

Christmas! I would like to tell you a little bit about what we will be doing in Nursery over 

the next weeks.  

We have a very busy half term ahead of us! We will be preparing for our Christmas 

show.  

The very popular ‘Bedtime stories’ evening is going to take place this year again when we 

invite the children back to school at bedtime in their pyjamas for a story in the Hall. 

 

Our main topic this term is: “Starting with a story”. The children will be looking at 

different genres of books and stories including their own favourite book and ending with 

the “Christmas story”. We will be doing lots of creative work including observational 

drawings. Children will be sharing their favourite books with the rest of the class and 

learning about the main features of the front cover of a book: title, writer and 

illustration.   

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: A big focus for this half term is helping 

the children to a have positive approach to new experiences. They will be taking part in 

the school Christmas show which will be a new challenge for many of our children. We 

hope that they will enjoy the experience and will be preparing them verbally for this 

challenge far in advance, as well as doing lots of rehearsing!  

 

Communication, Language and Literacy:  Our themes this term are books and 

Christmas. The books that we will be reading to the children will tie in with these 

themes. We change the role-play area frequently to reflect what the children are 

learning about. This term we will make it into a bookshop. The children can pretend to 

buy and sell books and the area contains fun mark-making opportunities for them to try 

out. It would be a great help if you could take your child to a real bookshop to have a 

real life experience as well. Remember that we change the children’s books every day 

so please try and find the time daily to read the book with your child.   

 

Mathematics: We will continue to promote an interest in numbers and counting by our 

Maths open morning for parents. We sing number songs with the children every day and 

provide a wide variety of number puzzles and activities for them to take part in. You can 

help your child by bringing counting into everyday routines as well as bringing their 

attention to the numbers that are all around them (door numbers, bus numbers, etc.). 

We also introduce basic 2D shapes as part of their creative activities and making shape 

monsters.  

 

Understanding the World: I am happy to say that all children have already familiarised 

themselves with their new surroundings and they carry on learning where everything is 

kept in the Nursery. We make observations about the change in our local surroundings 

e.g. the weather and trees, plants in the garden. We also look after and collect the eggs 

from our chicken cook once a week. Please feel free to ask if you would like to purchase 

some.  

 

Physical Development: As ever, there will be lots of opportunities for the children to 

explore moving both inside and outside. We are continuing our yoga sessions when we are 



 

 

encouraging the children to learn how to control their movements and relax through 

simple yoga routines.  

It makes things much easier for us if your child wears socks instead of tights on this 

day, as children have to take their shoes and socks off in the hall.  Also, could you please 

make sure that your child’s footwear can be easily removed and put back on. (Velcro 

tapes are preferable than laces.) 

 

Creative Development: We will be helping the children to develop an increasing ability in 

showing preferences and making their own choices. We will do this by encouraging 

children to talk about what they would like to play with or take part in. We will develop 

the confidence of all children in a variety of ways, from singing to letting them explore 

various media and materials via creative activities. Taking part in the Christmas show will 

also help to build up the children’s confidence among unfamiliar people.  

 

Winter clothes reminder: 
As cold weather is approaching, could you please make sure that hats, gloves and scarves 

are labelled clearly with your child’s name. If you cannot find an item at the end of a 

session, please have a look on or under the benches, underneath the pegs, that is where 

we usually find them! If your child arrives to school in wellington boots, could you please 

provide a pair of shoes for them to change into when they are indoors.  

 

Please donate! 
A big thank you to the parents and carers who regularly donate junk modelling materials 

to the Nursery. We always need a whole host of other resources that you may not know 

about, mostly for messy play. The following are always welcome: uncooked pasta and rice, 

dry beans, corn flour, cereals, flour. We also would like to use your old or unused pots, 

pans and cutlery for our ‘Mud kitchen’ area. If you have any old telephones or mobiles, 

please donate them also. 

 

Applying for a Reception place 
We have spoken to most of you about this personally, but just to re-iterate: You must do 

the application through Lambeth’s website and not the school. You can apply online at 

www.lambeth.gov.uk/eadmissions. The deadline is 15th January 2019. 

 

Nursery Voluntary Fund 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who regularly contribute to the nursery fund. 

This money goes towards buying valuable resources for the nursery. We would like to do 

cooking with the children more often and your money will help to fund this. For those of 

you who aren’t sure, the moneybox for the fund is on the wall by the front door. All 

contributions greatly appreciated no matter how small they are. 

 

Many thanks 

 

Judit  

Nursery teacher 


