
 

 

 
November 2018 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back! We hope you all had a great half term holiday. Below is a brief outline of 

the curriculum to be covered this half term. 

 

Our topic this half term is ‘Let’s Celebrate!’ 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

The children in Reception have all now settled in really well to their new class and have 

formed friendships and are playing co-operatively in the classroom and in the garden. 

This half term we will supporting the children to think about what they are good at and 

we will be helping them to celebrate their successes. We will also be encouraging them 

to think about what they would like to get better at and supporting them to do this.   

 

Communication and Language  

This half term we will be talking about things that we celebrate; birthdays, festivals, 

our successes and our differences. Weekly Circle times, class and group discussions as 

well as individual and paired talk sessions will ensure that the children get plenty of 

opportunities to develop their language and listening skills.  

 

Literacy 

This half term we will be reading books by a range of authors and will be encouraging the 

children to join in and respond to the stories with comments and questions. We will also 

share non-fiction texts about different festivals and celebrations. We are continuing 

our daily Read, Write Inc. phonics sessions, learning the sounds of different letters and 

blending them together to read words.  

We will model writing to the children during daily carpet sessions, focusing on letter 

formation and on writing short words using the sounds that they have learnt. The 

children are enjoying using our writing areas both inside and outside the classroom and 

have many other fun opportunities for independent writing. We are enjoying seeing their 

early attempts at writing and their progress in this area.  

 

Mathematical Development 

During this half term we will begin to look at addition. We will be encouraging the 

children to use mathematical language such as add, plus, more than, how many 
altogether, total and equals. The children will be adding together small groups of objects 

and using their fingers to solve addition sums. The work that we are doing on addition is 

purely practical at this stage. We want the children to have a secure knowledge of 

number and understand the value of number and we do this through a series of practical 

activities with a view to recording at a later time.  

We will also be teaching the names and properties of 2D and 3D shapes through shape 

games and creative activities. We will also look at identifying and continuing patterns. 



 

 

Understanding the World. 

This half term we will be learning about the festivals from different religions such as 

Diwali and Hanukkah and we will finish the half term with our Christmas production.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design. 

The children will be using paint, chalks, pastels and crayons to experiment with colour 

and marks. They will be using collage and printing techniques to explore texture and 

shape and will have many opportunities to explore different sensory materials. The 

children will be encouraged to express their feelings through music and movement and 

will be given opportunities to explore the different sounds of instruments and to move in 

a variety of ways to contrasting pieces of music. 

 

Physical Development 

The children will be encouraged to move freely and with pleasure and confidence in a 

range of ways. We will use our hall times and playground times to practice the skills of 

balancing, travelling in different ways, throwing, catching, aiming, jumping, hopping and 

games involving bats and balls. There are daily activities in the classroom during which 

the children are developing their control of different tools such as scissors, clay tools, 

tweezers and tongs. 

 

• Thank you to all who attended parent meetings. If you were unable to 

attend, please get in touch and we will arrange a time to meet to discuss 

your child’s progress. 

 

• Your children have now been separated into phonics groups so that they can 

learn the sounds at their own pace. For much of the class this will involve 

repeating and revising sounds that they have already been introduced to. 

Your child will now receive phonics sheets for their sound folder only when 

they have learnt a new sound that has not previously been introduced. 

 

• Can we please ask that you check the list below and make sure that you 

have provided the following for your child. Many thanks. 

One or two spare sets of clothes for their peg 

A pair of wellies (your child will not be able to go on the grassed 

area without them) 

A family photo (if it is easier for you, this can be emailed to 

office1@streathamwells.lambeth.sch.uk and marked for the attention 

of Rachel. The photos will be used for both speaking and writing 

activities) 

 
If you would like any more information or want some ideas of ways you can support and 

encourage your child at home, do not hesitate to ask us. We are available most days 

straight after school or you can always call the office and make an appointment if you 

don’t collect your child from school. 

 

We look forward to an enjoyable half term. 

 

Rachel, Maria and Keely  

 


