
 

 

 

Dear Parent/carer, 

 

Happy New Year! I hope you all had a restful holiday and you are looking forward to an 

exciting new term.   

 

Year 3 will be going swimming this term on Friday afternoons, beginning Friday 18th January. 

The children will be split into a group for beginners and a group for more experienced 

swimmers. It is recommended that no jewellery or valuables be taken to the leisure centre. 

There is no cost for this activity, but please ensure that your child brings a suitable swimming 

costume/trunks and towel. Children may bring goggles if they wish but they are not essential. 

The children must have their own swimming cap. They will not be able to enter the pool 

without one.  

 

Our overarching topic for the term will be ‘Dreams’. All of our core subjects will be linked by 

this theme and I am very excited for all the lovely learning opportunities this will present! The 

following is an overview of the subjects and activities we will be covering this half term. 

 

In Literacy we will be basing our learning on the book ‘The BFG’ by Roald Dahl. We will be 

continuing to focus on punctuation, particularly inverted commas to show direct speech and 

commas for embedded subordinate clauses. We will also be looking at how we can use 

conjunctions to vary our sentence structures and lengths. Children will be writing a variety of 

text types such as diary entries, newspaper articles and their own creative stories.  

 

In Numeracy we will continue to focus on our calculation skills, moving on to multiplication and 

division. It is essential that children know their 2,5,10,3,4,6 and 8 times tables- the work we do 

will be extremely difficult without this prior knowledge. We will learn how to multiple two digit 

numbers by one digit numbers. We will also be looking at the Mayan number system and trying 

to solve problems using these symbols. 

 

In Science this term we will be Light and Shadows. The children will learn how light travels 

and how the light we see is made up of a spectrum of colours. The children will conduct 

their own investigations on shadows and learn about how different surfaces can reflect 

light.  

 

Our topic in History and Geography is ‘The Maya’ fitting nicely into our ‘Dreaming’ theme. In 

History we will be looking at the beliefs, culture and key inventions of this civilisation. In 

Geography we will be improving our map reading skills by identifying and labelling key places. 

We will be learning to identify the position and significance of the Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. We will also be 

focussing of the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night.) 

 

Our topic in R.E this term is Christianity and we will focus on the topic of Jesus’ miracles. The key 

questions we will consider are, ‘could Jesus heal people?’ and ‘were these miracles or could 

there be another explanation.’ Children will get to share their beliefs and opinions and 

hopefully also develop their critical thinking skills. 



 

In Computing we our new topic is called ‘We are pollsters.’ We will be using Google Drive 

and Microsoft Word to produce charts and to help us analyse data. The children will decide 

their own survey questions, collect their own data and then develop their skills or recording 

and presenting it. 

 

We are continuing our exciting work in our Music lessons with Year 3 being taught how to play 

recorders. Lessons are on a Tuesday so please remind your child to bring their recorder. 

  

P.E. lessons are now only on Wednesdays as we have swimming on Fridays. Please ensure that 

the children have the correct PE clothing such as shorts or tracksuit bottoms, a T-shirt or a 

jumper and trainers or plimsolls. 

 

In Art we will be practicing our drawing and print making skills and link our art work to our topic 

on Dreams and the Maya. The children will be making mono prints, using card, polystyrene tiles 

and other materials to achieve finished prints.  

 

In D.T we are going to be building and creating a selection of things related to our Dream 

topic. The children will be making Mayan dream catchers, houses and pots. We will also be 

cooking some of our dream recipes! We will learn about how chocolate is made and use it in 

our cooking.  

 

In PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education) we will be doing some work on the value of 

‘Excellence’. Children will learn about them through assemblies, class work and whole school 

activities. We will also continue with our mindfulness sessions, which the children have really 

been enjoying.  

 

The children produced some amazing Homework last term- thank you for all of your support 

and encouragement with this. Homework this term is due in on Wednesday 13th February. 

Children must complete a minimum of three activities.  

In addition to the homework grids, children have been given a maths revision book. They can 

complete one sheet per week alongside their chosen activities. All homework should be 

brought in on 13th February.  

 

I hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, concerns or problems please 

do not hesitate to come and see one of us at the end of the school day. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Emma and Rebecca 

 


