
Year 3 Autumn 2 Newsletter  
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
Welcome back after half term.  I hope you all had a 
relaxing break and are excited that it’s only 8 weeks until 
Christmas! 
 
The following is an overview of the subjects and activities 
we will be covering this half term. 
 
In English, we will be looking at a new text How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth by Michelle Robinson and 
Kate Hindley. Not only does it link nicely to our topic but it provides great opportunities for non-fiction 
writing. We will be focusing on instructional texts and then moving onto letters and newspaper reports. 
 
As always, reading is a huge support to the aspects of English we will be studying this half term. I am happy 
to see so many eager readers in the class and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who 
are spending time reading at home. Can I please remind you to fill in their reading record books at least 
three times a week, or children can do this independently and you can sign it.  
 
In Maths, we will be looking at addition and subtraction, introducing formal written methods such as 
column method for the first time. We will also focus on mental strategies to increase efficiency.  
 
Our topic for Science this term is ‘rocks’. Children will compare and group together different kinds of rocks 
on the basis of their appearance and simple physical properties. They will also describe in simple terms 
how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock and will be able to recognise 
that soils are made from rocks and organic matter.  
 
In Computing we are ‘bug fixers!’ the children work with six example Scratch projects. The children will 
be able to explain how the scripts work, finding and correcting errors in them, and explore ways of 
improving them. The children will learn to recognise some common types of programming error, and 
practise solving problems through logical thinking. 
 
Our Geography topic this term will focus on map reading with a focus on Europe. It links nicely to our 
history topic as it will focus on ancient Stone Age sites. Children will learn how to read different types of 
maps, how to read lines of longitude and latitude and increase their general knowledge of places.  
 
Our topic in R.E this term is Christianity and our big question is Has Christmas lost its true meaning? 
Through sharing personal experiences and learning about the Christmas story, children will decide whether 
Christmas has lost its true meaning.  

 
In P.E we are learning how to play tag rugby. We will be learning the rules of the sport and how to tackle 
by pulling the tags out. We will also be taking part in Gymnastics this term on a Thursday afternoon. Please 
ensure that the children have the appropriate kit, particularly footwear, on these days (Wednesday and 
Thursday).  
 
In DT, the children will be designing and creating their own mechanisms. The brief is to create a machine 
that can wash a Woolly Mammoth! Children will learn how a pulley system works and how to include this 
in their design.   
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In PSHE we will be continuing our learning on Health and Wellbeing. We will be learning how to set goals, 
looking at how to deal with family changes and loss and finally looking at e-safety and how we can stay 
safe online.  
 
We are continuing our exciting work in our Music lessons and the children are starting to become excellent 
musicians. Lessons are on a Tuesday so please remind your child to bring their recorder. 
 
Homework this half term is on the Homework Activity Grid (attached overleaf.) This grid has lots of 
activities based on our topic for the half term and children may choose which tasks they want to do. 
They must do a minimum of 3 activities- one of these being from the Verbal column and one from the 
Scientific column. The due date for the homework is Tuesday 17th December. Logins for Spelling Shed 
and Times Table Rockstars have been distributed to children. These are both as included on the 
homework grid as an activity as well.  
 
I hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, concerns or problems please do not 
hesitate to come and see us. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Erica 
 
 
 


