
 

 

 
January 2020 

Happy New Year! 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
We hope you had a great holiday. Our topic this term is ‘People who help us’. 
Below is a brief outline of the curriculum to be covered this half term. 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Our focus for this half term is self-awareness and confidence. We will be 
developing the children’s ability to work towards a goal, to persist and to 
recognise when they have reached the goal. Through ‘Circle Time’ activities we 
will also be focusing on developing the children’s feelings of self-worth and self-
motivation. The children will be asked to evaluate and review their learning and 
say what they have done and describe things that worked well.  
 
Communication and Language  
We will be focusing on following sets of instructions and encouraging careful 
listening and attention. We will also continue to develop our storytelling using 
props, puppets and story boxes and will be learning songs and rhymes that link to 
the stories and topics we are covering in class.  
 
Literacy 
This half term we will be continuing with our Read Write Inc. phonics programme 
and the children will also continue to learn high frequency words (red words). 
Writing captions and short sentences to accompany drawings and pictures will 
also be a focus for this half term. We are keen to promote a love and enjoyment 
of writing and are not concerned with accurate spellings. At this stage we 
encourage the children to write words using the sounds that they can hear and 
have learnt. For example, your child might write ‘I luv yoo’ instead of ‘I love you’. 
At this time, we would be praising the use of their sounds and not focusing on 
the correct spelling of ‘love’ or ‘you’. When we feel that your child is ready for 
the next stage we will begin to look more closely at high frequency words like 
‘you’ and insist on the correct spelling of these words.  
 
Mathematical Development 
The children will be focusing on addition and subtraction this half term, using 
their fingers, objects and a number line to count forwards and back. Please 
encourage your child to solve simple addition and subtraction problems at home 
such as; “There are 5 frogs on the log, 2 hop off. How many frogs are left on 
the log? They could use their fingers or objects to help them find the answer. 

Reception newsletter 



 

 

We will also be taking a first look at time and money. Your child should be 
beginning to recognise some of these coins - 1p, 2p, 5p and 10p.  
 
Understanding the World. 
Our topics this half term are People Who Help Us and Our Local Area and the 
children will have the opportunity to explore our local area and the jobs that 
people do within the area. The children will visit the post office, shops, and 
nature garden and will receive visitors such as the local firefighters, a vet and a 
police officer. We will inform you as to when these visits will be taking place and 
offers of help on these days will be gratefully received! The children will be 
looking at the ways in which different people help us and thinking about how we 
can help other people. 
 
Expressive Arts and Design. 
Our focus this half term will be to create a range of artwork from large scale 
modelling to collage, painting and clay work. The children will be encouraged to 
talk about personal intentions when working creatively, describing what they are 
trying to do, making comparisons and responding to comments and questions 
about their work. 
 
Physical Development 
The children will be using the hall and the outdoor spaces to move freely and 
with confidence in a range of ways. They will have opportunities to use the small 
games equipment to practise throwing and catching and kicking a ball, hitting 
with a bat, skipping and running and jumping. They will continue to use tweezers, 
scissors, clay tools and tongs to develop their fine motor skills and strength in 
their hands. Also pencils, pastels, crayons and chalks to draw and form letters, 
developing a good and effective grip.  
 
 This half term we will have a Vet role play area in the classroom. If 

you had a pet to bring in to show to the class, we would be very 
grateful. Please see us for details. 

 
 Please continue to read with your child each day, just 5 - 10 minutes 

a day really does make a massive difference to their progress in this 
area. 

 
Please don’t hesitate to come and see us if you have any questions or concerns.  
We look forward to a really enjoyable half term. 
 
 


