
  Year 4 Spring Term 1 Newsletter 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Welcome back and Happy New Year - I hope you’ve all had a restful 
break. We’ve got a lot to look forward to this term! Welcome to 
Paradise is our topic this term…mystical rainforests, colourful creatures 
and a fight for survival are all on the agenda. We will be delving into 
the exciting world of rainforests and exploring the animals that live 
there, the climate and the fight against deforestation.  
 

In Maths, after beginning with subtraction, we will be investigating 
multiplication and division. We will be learning our 6, 7, and 9 times tables off by heart – please 
ensure your child is practicing on Times Table Rockstars, Hit the Button or whatever their preferred 
method is at least three times a week at home. This will become extremely helpful when we begin 
multiplying two and three digit numbers in a few weeks. 
 

In English, we will be writing all about rainforests: from retelling popular stories to writing news 
reports detailing the destruction. Our focus will be using description, writing multi-clause sentences 
and mastering specific spelling patterns. We will be reading a fantastic book by Katherine Rundell 
called The Explorer in our Reading lessons. 
 

Our value in PSHE will be Excellence. We will be spending time discussing what this means and 
how we can achieve it. By examining the important characteristics needed, we hope to build on 
our own excellence in learning!  
 

This term in Art we will be developing our painting skills. We will begin by studying tropical plant 
leaves and use mixed media to draw them. We will practice mixing colours from the double 
primary system and experiment with different painting techniques.  
 

In Computing, we will be meteorologists! We will learn about different measurement techniques 
for weather, use computer-based data logging to record some weather data and use 
spreadsheets to create charts. 
 

In Science, we will be investigating living things and their habitats. We will discuss how to group 
animals and learn how to use keys to identify them. By discussing similarities and differences, we 
will investigate invertebrates and vertebrates in the environment around us. Finally, we will discuss 
the dangers posed by humans and how habitats have been altered.  
 

The harmonies, rhythms and melodies will continue to fill the air at Streatham Wells as Musitrax 
continues for another term. Children will carry on mastering their instrument and practising at 
home is vital for this! Please remember to bring instruments in every Tuesday. 
 

Our P.E. lessons will continue on a Monday and Tuesday this term. The children will be working on 
their basketball, netball and dance skills.Please make sure children come to school with their PE kit 
on these days including suitable footwear.  
 

Homework this term is due in on Wednesday 12th February. Children must complete a minimum of 
four activities. In addition to this, please ensure your child is reading a quality text for 20 minutes 
each day. This needs to be recorded in their reading record at least 4 times a week with a 
meaningful comment about what they have read. Please check and sign the record once a week.  
 

I hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t 
hesitate to arrange a time to discuss it with me. 
 

Thanks for your continued support,  
 
Becca 


