
  Year 5 Spring 2 Term Newsletter 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Welcome back! I hope you all had a restful break and enjoyed 
some time with family. We’ve got an excellent and busy term 
ahead of us. Our learning will be inspired by our geographical 
topic, the city of New York, which I know the children are very 
excited about. We will be looking at the story of Philippe Petit who walked between the Twin 
Towers on a tightrope and using it as stimulus for creative writing including letters of advice, 
persuasive speeches and diary entries. We will also be using the city to create some of our 
own poetry.  
 
The geography unit will be comparing New York City to London. Children will be studying the 
human and physical geography of these two cities and drawing comparisons. Specifically, 
children will be comparing the types of land use, the economic activity and the climates.  
 
In Maths, we will be learning the formal methods for both multiplication and division. Children 
will master these two methods in order to help them solve complicated, multi-step word 
problems. We will be building up the children’s number flexibility by ensuring they are 
confident with applying these techniques and methods, before moving on to data handling 
with line graphs, bar charts and timetables.   
 
In Science, we will be looking at earth and space, considering how the position of our planet 
impacts our existence. We will also be looking at different features of the galaxy and 
considering concepts such as atmosphere and gravity.   
 
Within our Computing studies, we will be developing the children’s presentation skills with 
Powerpoint. This unit will focus heavily on internet safety; pupils will be expected to research 
and present advice to ensure that they and their peers understand how to stay safe online. 
 
This term in the Burnet News Club, we will be considering politicians and power. The political 
climate is changing faster than ever, but some fundamental concepts remain: power, 
democracy, justice and responsibility. In this Issue, we will explore how these concepts 
underpin political systems and debate how politicians should be held to account when 
standards slip Please encourage your child to interact on the hub 
(www.burnetnewsclub.com) as they have such brilliant ideas! There are weekly challenges to 
take part in as well as the regular posts.  
 
In D.T., we will be looking at different types of bridges as part of our mechanisms work. We will 
look at how different drawbridges work in New York and in London, which will involve a trip to 
Tower Bridge later in the half term to complete a workshop where the children will use their 
ICT, Design and Geography learning to re-design London’s skyline.  
 
Our P.E. lessons will now be on Tuesday and a gymnastics lesson will take place on Thursday. 
A reminder that children need to wear appropriate PE attire for all sessions.  
 
The children produced some amazing homework last term- thank you for all of your support 
and encouragement with this. Homework this term is due in on Wednesday 12th February. 
Children must complete a minimum of three activities.  
 
I hope you find this information useful and if you have any questions or concerns please don’t 
hesitate to speak to me! 
Best wishes, 
Rachel 


