
Year 6 Spring Term Newsletter 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Happy New Year! I hope you’ve all had a wonderful break. The following is an overview of 
the subjects and activities we will be covering this half term. 

In English our main text will be Goodnight Mister Tom. This will feed into our WW2 topic 
and allow us to look at a mixture of text types, such as balanced discussions, non-
chronological reports, story writing and writing in role. We will continue to focus on 
changing the style of our writing depending on the audience and text type. We will also 
continue to do regular punctuation and grammar assessments to prepare the children for 
their upcoming tests in the first half of the summer term. Reading at home is still 
extremely important and the reading records will be checked each week. I am more than 
happy to help select texts they are interested in from the school library. Children will also 
continue to be set grammar and punctation revision on Spag.com for which they have a 
login in their reading records.  

In Maths we will begin with a unit on Geometry. This will cover 2D and 3D shapes, area 
and perimeter, circles, volume and problem solving, as well as learning how to use 
formulas to find the area of shapes. We will also revisit all of the essential number work 
(especially on fractions, decimals and percentages) that we worked so hard on last term. I 
would like to encourage you to revise all times tables daily and use this to solve long 
multiplication problems. The children are all very familiar with the method, I would just 
like to minimise small calculation errors that we sometimes see! 

Andrew will continue to teach Science on a Wednesday afternoon. This term is all about 
Electricity. The children will continue to develop their scientific enquiry skills with lots of 
observations, experiments and research. In RE we will be studying Christianity. We will 
focus on the concept of salvation and endeavour to answer the ‘big question’- is anything 
ever eternal? 

In History we will be investigating the ‘Big question’- Why did children have to leave their 
homes during World War 2? We will be focussing on the lives of evacuees from Britain as 
well as refugees from Germany; we will be having lots of interesting discussion regarding 
the similarities and differences for these groups of children and making connections with 
our knowledge of refugees in the world today. As well as reading our literacy texts- 
Goodnight Mister Tom, and ‘Otto: The Autobiography of a Teddy Bear’, we will also be 
conducting and in-depth study of Anne Frank and exploring her life using extracts from her 
diary. We will also be visiting a synagogue in connection to our studies.   

In Art we will be working on a special project about the ‘Shoes on the River Danube: a 
memorial for victims of the Holocaust.’ We will sketch, design and sculpt shoes for our 
own memorial which we will then take photographs of. 

In Computing we will be Web Developers, focusing on web safety and creating our own 
web page about our school journey location. Children will plan the subpages they wish to 
find out about and will work on adding hyperlinks, maps and live weather updates.  



PE with Michael will continue to be on Monday afternoons; if the weather is fine, these 
sessions will be in the playground, so please ensure that your child has appropriate 
footwear and clothing to change into. This term, we will also be starting gymnastics on a 
Thursday afternoon; the children can continue to wear their usual PE kit for these 
sessions.   

In PSHE will be focusing on Excellence as our value. We will also continue our sessions 
with the Burnet News Club. Our new issue is called ‘Politicians and Power.’ The political 
climate is changing faster than ever, but some fundamental concepts remain: power, 
democracy, justice and responsibility. In this Issue, The Burnet News Club will explore how 
these concepts underpin political systems and debate how politicians should be held to 
account when standards slip. 

The children produced some amazing Homework last term- thank you for all of your 
support and encouragement with this. This term, our homework exhibition will be on 
Wednesday 12th February.  

Please bring any questions or concerns directly to me and thank you for your continuing 
support and enthusiasm. 

With Best Wishes, 

Tanya 


