
Year 3 Spring 1 Newsletter  
 
Dear parents/carers,  
 
The following is an overview of the subjects and skills we will be 
covering this half term. 
 
We will be building on our learning of the ancient Egyptians by 
comparing it with other ancient civilisations. We’ll be studying the 
Shang Dynasty, the ancient Indus Valley and the ancient Sumer to answer the question Who made the 
greatest contribution to western society? Children will be building on their chronological understanding 
and begin to understand that different civilisations were happening concurrently around the world.  
 
In English, children will begin by writing an informative piece on how to mummify a pharaoh. Children will 
be using text-specific features (e.g. bullet points, brackets , heading, etc.) to write an instructional text that 
both informs and entertains. Then, we will be moving onto the text Weslandia by Paul Fleischman. It tells 
the story of a boy, Wesley, who is an outcast and decides to establish his own civilisation. It will provide 
another lens to build on our understanding of civilisations while providing opportunities for engaging 
pieces of writing.   
 
Within our Reading lessons we will be finishing our text Oliver and the Seawigs by Phillip Reeve and Sarah 
McIntyre. Children have been loving the hilarious story of a young boy on the hunt for his missing parents. 
A large focus has been building our vocabulary and developing skills to establish the meaning of new 
words.To further support your child with their reading, please ensure they are reading every day for 20 
minutes. I expect to see 3 comments a week in their reading record with a parent signature.  
 
In Maths, we will be completing our unit multiplication. We have been looking at each times table in depth 
and understanding how these relate to one another (e.g. the 8 times table is double the 4 times table). We 
will building arrays and looking at how these can help us solve and understand our multiplication facts. We 
will then be moving onto multiplying a two-digit number by a  one digit number using arrays to support 
this. Children need to be practising their times tables at home on a regular basis. This can be done online 
with their Times Table Rockstars account or you can simply practice a few on your way to school! 
 
Our topic for Science this term is ‘Lights and Shadows’. They will explore how light is needed to see things 
and darkness is the absence of light. They will investigate how light is reflected from surfaces and recognise 
the danger of the sun and how to protect their eyes.  
 
In Computing we are ‘safe communicators!’ We will looking at how we can stay safe online and what to 
do if we see something troubling. By discussing multiple scenarios, we will look at common situations 
children might find themselves in so we are preparing them to stay safe online.  
 
Our topic in R.E this term is Christianity and our big question is What is good about ‘Good Friday’? By 
studying the Easter story, children will decide what they think was the meaning of this day and what 
Christians hope to learn.  

Our P.E. lesson this term will be on Wednesday morning. Children need to come to school with the 
appropriate kit, particularly footwear, otherwise they cannot participate. Year 3 will also be taking part in 
swimming this term. This will be on Friday afternoons. Children will need to bring a swimming costume, 
towel, swimming cap for these sessions. They can also bring goggles if they want but they are not 
necessary. 
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In Design and Technology, the children will be looking at different structures and develop their techniques 
for stiffening, strengthening and reinforcing their designs. As always, a focus in on the design process. 
Children will develop plans and evaluate their final producsts. 
 
In PSHE we will be discussing resilience and self-worth. We have also introduced a ‘worry-box’ where 
children can anonymously share their worries which will be discussed in our weekly sessions.  
 
Our weekly Music lessons with Lambeth Musitrax will continue every Tuesday. The children will continue 
to develop their accuracy, fluency and control when playing the recorder and when using their voices in 
the ensemble.  
 
Homework this half term is on the Homework Activity Grid. This grid has lots of activities based on our 
topic for the half term and children may choose which tasks they want to do. They must do a minimum 
of 3 activities- one of these being from the verbal column and one from the scientific column. The due 
date for the homework is Wednesday 1st April. Children can also use Times Table Rockstars and Spelling 
Shed to practise their times tables and spellings.  
 
I hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, concerns or problems please do not 
hesitate to come and see us. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Erica 
 
 
 


