
  Year 5 Spring 2 Term Newsletter 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
  
Hope you have enjoyed the break and are enjoying the slightly 
lighter days! Year 5 will continue to learn about New York, but this 
time focusing on the people who live there and their stories. We will 
be using Brandon Stanton’s famous photography blog about the 
everyday humans of New York to inspire a range of writing from 
different perspectives.   
 
Our geography unit comparing New York City to London will continue in the same vein, with a 
spotlight on the human geography of the two cities. We will be using data to compare 
population demographic, economy, life expectancy and many other aspects of the city. This 
study will culminate in answering our ‘Big Question’ about where the better place would be 
to live.   
 
Our Art lessons this term continue in our New York theme by studying and emulating the 
famous Brooklyn artist, Jean-Michel Basquiat. Pulling together our ideas of individual identity 
and self-expression, the pupils will create their own free association self-portraits in his distinct 
style. I am really looking forward to seeing what they create!  
 
In Maths we will commence our learning about fractions. Beginning with about reading, 
writing and representing fractions, we will then move onto looking at equivalent fractions, 
improper and mixed fractions and comparing fractions. Children will learn to add, subtract, 
multiply and divide fractions, and we will end the half term with a brief look at the relationship 
between fractions and decimals, which will then be picked up next half term. This is a big 
term for Maths with plenty of new content but I have no doubt they will all do brilliantly.  
 
In Science, we will be investigating forces and children will be introduced to gravity resistance 
and mechanical forces. The children will carry out simple class based investigations and 
devise their own methods for recording, questioning and evaluating.  
 
Within our Computing studies, we will be using Scratch to create geometric art. We will be 
looking at a series of artists that use geometric shapes and writing programs to recreate the 
style. 
 
Our focus in the Burnet News Club will be the future of our healthcare system.  It should lead 
to provocative discussions so please visit the hub on www.burnetnewsclub.com to follow the 
debate. 
 
Our P.E. lessons will be on Monday and Wednesday this half term, with a 1-mile jog on 
Tuesdays. A reminder that children need to wear appropriate PE attire for these sessions.  
 
Homework this term is due in on Wednesday 1st April. Children complete a minimum of three 
activities. In addition to this, please ensure your child is reading a quality text for 20 minutes 
each day. The children have also been given a Maths revision book. They can complete one 
sheet per week alongside their chosen activities.  
 
I hope you find this information useful and if you have any questions or concerns please don’t 
hesitate to speak to me. I am looking forward to speaking to you all later on in the term at 
Parents’ Evening.  
 
Best wishes, Rachel 


