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                         19th May 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
During the past week, it was announced by Boris Johnson that children in years Reception, 1 and 6 would be 
returning to school. Since this announcement, we have been seeking clarity in what that would look like in school. 
The document released by the DFE also made it clear that the dates set out could be delayed if the five conditions 
are not met at any stage, with any changes announced at least 48 hours in advance and so potentially at very short 
notice.  
 
The proposals to bring back years Reception, 1 and 6 to school before the summer holidays will not be ‘business 
as usual’. The DFE documents include suggestions for fewer pupils in school, social distancing, staggered lunch 
breaks, start and end times but little detail on how this would work in practice. We have duties in law to protect the 
health and safety of our children, staff and families and any arrangements will be put in place with this at the 
forefront of our thinking.   
 
I think it is very important to make clear to all families that keeping to social distancing rules is very challenging in a 
primary school setting and although we will do all we can to mitigate the spread of this virus, it is impossible to 
guarantee.   
 
In order to overcome some of the many challenges, we are proposing the following measures: 

- Reception coming in on 1st June, followed by Year 1 on 3rd June and then Year 6 on 8th June 
- School will be open Monday-Thursday with Friday being closed to all pupils for a deep clean. 

 
As a result of these measures, not all children will be starting on 1st June. A teacher and a teaching assistant will 
teach all groups of children. No other staff apart from those assigned will be teaching them, no visitors will be in 
and there will be no lunchtimes or breaks with other groups. 
 
There will be more information to come including start and finish times, the management of resources, first aiders 
and actions if anyone in the group displays symptoms. The risk assessment for reopening will be on the website 
later today. All staff want school and life to return to normal. We all miss the children and the vibrancy of normal 
school life. We are committed to this happening but need a measured and well-planned approach for this to be 
workable. We understand the pressure you are all under and empathise with you completely. Many of us are 
parents/carers and are in the same position – trying to juggle home schooling with our jobs, managing 
furloughing/the loss of jobs amongst other things. At the moment, for us in school, there is no change to the 
guidance: we will provide care for those parents/carers whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response and only 
those that cannot be safely cared for at home.  
 
The message remains that it is still safer to stay at home. 
 
We will continue to update you and give you as much notice as possible of any changes. 
 
Keep safe 
 
Louise 



 

 

 
 

 
 


