
  Year 5 Autumn Term 1 Newsletter 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

  

I am thrilled to be writing to you as Year 5 teacher at Streatham Wells. It 

is wonderful to be part of the Streatham Wells family and I look forward 

to a fantastic year ahead, full of exciting learning.  

 

We’ll be kicking things off with an in depth look at the Anglo-Saxon struggle for power in England. We’ll 

travel back in time to learn about why they invaded and what life was like during this fascinating but 

relatively mysterious time. Children will discover who these people were and how they helped shaped 

the Britain we know. I am really excited to be reading Beowulf with the children; Michael Morpurgo’s 

poetic retelling of this heroic tale of this epic hero and the infamous monster Grendel will provide rich 

opportunities for the pupils to reach into the depths of their imagination to produce creative pieces. 

From newspaper reports to emotive diary entries, children will be developing their grammar, 

punctuation and spelling through stimulating, rich outcomes.  

 

In Maths we will build on our knowledge of place value by looking at numbers up to one million. We 

will practise rounding and look at powers of ten. Children will continue to solve tricky problems to 

develop their reasoning and depth in learning. I encourage everyone to get back into their times 

tables as we may be feeling a bit rusty after lots of time out of schoo! Times table rockstars is a great 

website to use but there are lots of fun ways to practise. A few minutes a night makes all the difference 

to their progress in Year 5. 

 

In Science, we will be investigating the life cycle of plants and animals. The children will carry out 

simple class based investigations and devise their own methods for recording, questioning and 

evaluating.  

 

Our Computing studies will be focused on programming using Scratch. The children will learn how to 

create their own computer game, based on the Beowulf/Grendel battle.   

 

In Year 5, children take part in the Burnet News Club. It’s a nation-wide club that focuses on a different 

current event each term. This term’s topic is The American Election. We will explore where the power 

lies in the American election: who can become president, who can vote and whether some people’s 

votes are more powerful than others. The sessions focus on developing curiosity, skepticism, story-

telling, reasoning and open-mindedness. Children will each be given a login to take part on the online 

hub at www.burnetnewscub.com. A separate letter has already come home in regards to this. In 

addition to this, we will be focusing on continuing the pupils’ anti-racist education by discussing 

important issue that have arisen in the U.S. and closer to home over the summer. These conversations 

will encourage pupils to think about how they can contribute actively to an anti-racist society.  

 

Hinduism will be the focus in RE, specifically trying to answer the question ‘What is the best way to show 

commitment to God?’. In Design and Technology, we will start the year by looking at the foods the 

Anglo-Saxons made and cooking some of these ourselves, concentrating on issues of seasonality and 

a balanced diet.  

 

Our P.E. lessons will be on a Monday. A reminder that children need to wear appropriate PE attire to 

school that day. 

 

The children have been sent home with a spelling grid that we will work from throughout the term. It is 

also important that they are reading a high quality text, and writing in their reading records at least 

four times a week. These will be checked on Thursdays and returned to the children the following 

Monday.  

 

I hope you find this information useful and if you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate 

to speak to me. I am available for phone calls or appointments organized through the office at a time 

that’s convenient for you, either before 8.15am or after 3.30pm on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.   

 

All the very best, Rachel 

http://www.burnetnewscub.com/

