
Year 6 Newsletter 

Autumn 1 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back! It has been so lovely to see the children’s happy faces back in school this 
week and they have settled into the new routines quickly and confidently. The following is 
an overview of the subjects and activities we will be covering this half term. 

Our foundation topic for this term is Geography and therefore all our learning will be 
based around the theme of sustainability and conservation. We will be exploring the 
question ‘Renewable energy: Is it worth the fuss? Children will learn about the natural 
resources available on earth and what makes an energy source renewable. We will look at 
where our energy sources are in the UK and discuss how usage has changed over time. 
Children will also discuss the advantages and disadvantages of renewable energy sources 
and will think critically about the economic, political and environmental motivations for 
using renewable energy.  

In English, we will be using a lovely text linked to our theme for the term called ‘The 
Promise’ by Nicola Davies. This picture book focuses on the theme of conservation and 
will allow opportunities to explore a variety of text types; we will recap the features of 
newspaper articles, persuasive letters, and narratives before writing our own based on the 
story. We will also be revisiting key grammatical structures, particularly focussing on 
identifying and using a variety of clause structures independently in our writing.  

In Maths we will spend the entire term on number: calculations, number patterns, 
negative numbers and place value will all be covered to ensure there are no gaps from last 
year’s learning.  Problem solving and worded problems will also be prominent throughout 
the term. It is vital that the children are solid with long division and multiplication by the 
end of this term and know their times table facts; the rest of the year will be very difficult 
without these things in place, so please talk to me ASAP if you have a concern about this.  

In Science, the children will be taught by Andrew on Wednesday. He will be teaching them 
all about Microorganisms, habitats, adaptation and evolution. The children will continue 
to develop their scientific enquiry skills with lots of observations, experiments and 
research. 

In RE we will be studying Sikhism and hoping to answer the question- ‘what is the best 
way for a Sikh to show commitment to God?’ We will be reflecting on things that we might 
show commitment to and will learn about the different ways in which a Sikh may choose 
to show commitment to God. 

Our Art topic this half term will be a unit on sculpture. We will look at work from Olafur 
Eliasson, Yi Dai and John Akomfrah before designing and creating our own sculpture to 
highlight the impact of plastic consumption on the environment and world around us.  

In ICT, we will begin with a revision of the importance of E-safety.  The children will also 
learn how to research information on the internet safely and effectively and be discerning 
in evaluating digital content and research. We will also develop our own webpage on 



which the children will learn about blogging. Each week, they will be adding to their blog 
and topics discussed will be linked with our PHSE learning and Black History Month.  

In Music, we will be focussing on our listening and appraising skills and will be completing 
a unit based around the song ‘Happy’ by Pharrell Williams. We will be broadening our 
musical vocabulary and develop the confidence to use this language when giving our 
opinion on a piece of music.  

PE with Michael will be on Mondays and Tuesdays. All sessions will be outside and this 
year, due to COVID, we are asking that the children come dressed in their kit so they do 
not have to carry this into school. 

We will continue to be a part of the Burnet News Club to aid with our studies in PHSE 
(Personal, Health, Social, Education). This provides a fantastic opportunity for the children 
to develop critical thinking and literacy skills through open discussions about current 
affairs. Our first topic will be based on the American election and the Burnet News Club 
will explore where the power lies: who can become president, who can vote and whether 
some people’s votes are more powerful than others’. 

Our school value for the term is ‘Resilience’ which will be mostly taught through our 
smaller assemblies and daily PHSE discussion time. We will also look into Growth vs Fixed 
Mindsets and think about how a Growth Mindset can really help the children to reach 
their full potential this year. 

For homework this first half term, we will be continuing our home learning with the CGP 
books that so many of you said were useful during lock-down. Children should do one 
'workout' a week from both the English and Maths books. Children should bring these in 
the week commencing 19th October. Finally, reading continues to be the most useful and 
important thing you can do at home with your child. In key stage 2 they should be reading 
for at least 20 minutes independently every night and making at least three entries in their 
reading record a week. Children may take books home from school but only bring them 
back in- when they have finished them- on Thursdays. Reading records should be brought 
in every Thursday to be checked.  

If you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or email the office to 
book an appointment with me which can be via phone or in person. Thank you for your 
continued support through these unusual times; I am really looking forward to teaching 
this class again and I know we will have a great year! 

With best wishes, 

 

 

Tanya 

 


