
      Streatham Wells Primary School  

   Nursery Class Newsletter Autumn Term  

Dear Parents,  

Welcome back to nursery and thank you for all your understanding and support with the 
constant changes we are having to make in school. The children seem to be coping very 
well and have settled back quickly and happily, enjoying their time together and playing 
alongside each other very harmoniously.  

Many thanks for sending the children in with their book bags each day. They are all 
enjoying the chance to choose a new book at the end of each day. Sharing books with 
you at this stage is extremely important for their language development. We have a 
great selection of books in the nursery and we read at least two stories together every 
day.  

Our new topic for this half term is Amazing Animals. We have begun our topic talking 
about where different animals live and whether it is kind to keep animals in cages. We 
will be learning about Farm animals, watching clips from Vauxhall City Farm and looking 
after our school chickens and ducks. We will be learning about Pets, particularly Guinea 
Pigs, Cats and dogs and having visits from pets belonging to the staff. As the weather 
gets colder, we will be learning about animals that live in colder climates and compare 
their natural habitats with animals that live in hot parts of the world. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

The children will be encouraged to bring in books and photographs relating to their 
favourite animal or animal encounter and to share these with the class to encourage 
their self- confidence and self- awareness. They will learn to accept the needs of other 
children by taking turns when playing games such as animal picture and sound lotto and 
building up a role play with other children. Our role play area will turn into a Vets.  

Communication and Language  

Everything we do in the nursery is about developing skills in Listening, Attention, 
Understanding and Speaking. We take every opportunity to listen carefully to your 
child’s ideas and to help them build on their communication skills. We will be playing 
sound discrimination games and encourage your child to tune in to sounds in the 
environment as well as initial sounds in their names and the names of different animals.  

I have spoken today to our Speech and Language Therapist and she will be forwarding 
me links to Chatter- time workshops that her team of therapists will be posting on 
Twitter and Facebook. I will send you these links on our WhatsApp group in case you 
find these useful for you and your child. You will find lots of fun ideas on there to 
support your child’s language development.  



Mathematics  

We will be focusing on reciting number names in order and counting groups of animals.  

The children will vote for their choice of story (out of two stories) every day by 
putting a cube in a bowl and we will count up the cubes and see which story has the 
most or fewer votes.  

We will be comparing the size of different land and sea animals and use the language of 
size to categorize and group various animals.  

The children will be recognizing numbers and beginning to represent numbers in 
different ways.  

Understanding the World  

The focus for this half term will be showing care and concern for living things and the 
environment. We will hopefully be adopting 2 guinea pigs from an animal rescue Centre 
and learning how to care for them through the winter. We will be filling our classroom 
aquarium with fish and the children will take turns to feed the fish each day. The 
children will collect eggs from our school chickens and learn about the life cycle of the 
chicken. We will find out about wild animals and the importance of protecting their 
natural environments.  

Physical Development  

The children will use the tree house and the other climbing equipment in our outdoor 
area to increase their strength and balance. They will be digging and using wheel 
barrows to transport earth and leaves and be using brooms and rakes to tidy up our 
garden and have fun, moving freely in our lovely outdoor space. They will be encouraged 
to be increasingly independent putting on waterproof jackets, trousers and Wellington 
Boots and as it gets colder their hats, scarves and gloves too!  

Indoors, they will be using tweezers, tongs, paint brushes, pastels and chalks as well as 
pencils to improve their fine motor skills. They will be perfecting their use of scissors 
and play dough tools and using hole punchers and glue sticks to create their own art 
work.  

Expressive Arts and Design  

The children will be focusing on printing and will experiment with different printing 
techniques such as found objects, their own body parts and drawing and then printing 
from polystyrene tiles.  

They will experiment with colour- mixing and painting and will be encouraged to do 
mark- making and representational drawings. We will be learning new songs and use our 
percussion instruments to practice different rhythms and play along with a variety of 
different types of music.  



Can I remind you to apply for a place for Reception Class for your child at your choice 
of school. This has to be done on line and the closing date for applications is  

15th January 2021 

Please ask if you need advice or support with completing this.  

Also, we still have spaces in our nursery. If you know anyone needing a full time or part 
time place please ask them to call the school office. 

Please find below two useful links from our Speech Therapist: 

Information about our drop in service can be found 
here: www.evelinalondon.nhs.uk/communityspeechandlanguage 

Our Facebook page with resources, advice, videos can be found 
here: www.facebook.com/EvelinaLondonSLT  

Many thanks for all your support during these tricky times. Things will get easier and I 
look forward to welcoming you all into the nursery in the Spring hopefully, when you will 
be able to be more involved in your child’s Early Years Education in school.  

Please ask for support if you feel you need it. We are all here to help each other and to 
give the children the best possible start to their primary school Education.  

Best Wishes  

 

Rebecca , Bunmi, Maria, Janet and Tara  

 

 

 

 


