
Year 6 Autumn Term (2nd Half) Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back for the start of our new half term! The children have settled brilliantly into 
Year 6 and continue to be engaged and excited about all our learning. Below is an 
overview of the topics we will be covering until Christmas.  

This term, in English we have begun reading a wonderful new book called ‘Where the 
World Turns Wild’ by Nicola Penfold. This chapter book will inspire our outcomes for 
reading and writing and we will read both as a class and individually, in order to finish by 
the end of the term. Our overarching theme for the term continues to be ‘conservation 
and sustainability’ and the themes of this book will enable us to complete some fantastic 
pieces of writing. We will be recapping the features of key text types, such as newspaper 
reports, letters and narratives, before planning and writing our own. The children should 
continue to read at home each day and are expected to complete an entry in their reading 
records (detailing the pages they have read and a summary or key points) which are 
checked each Thursday. To further support our learning of key punctuation and grammar, 
the children also have a log in to the website SPAG.com where they are able to practise 
past SATs papers in order to gain confidence with the structure and layout of these 
question types.  

In Maths we will spend lots of time this term looking at fractions, percentages and 
decimals and continue to develop our arithmetic skills. Towards the end of term, we will 
look at some of our geometry objectives: classifying shapes and finding area and 
perimeter. We will also continue to practice problem solving and how to tackle longer 
worded problems. Confidence with finding percentages and fractions of amounts is vital 
this term, so please talk to me ASAP if you have concerns about this.  

In Science the children will continue their learning with Andrew. The children will continue 
to develop their scientific enquiry skills with lots of observations, experiments and 
research in order to answer the question- ‘How did Carl Linneaus’ ideas help us to group 
plants?’  

In RE, in which the children will be studying Christianity. Our key question for the unit will 
be- ‘Do Christian celebrations and traditions help Christians to understand who Jesus was 
and why he was born?’ The children will be taking part in lots of discussions on the 
concept of incarnation. These discussions are fantastic as they enable the children to form 
connections across religions and reflect upon their own beliefs.  

In DT, we will be designing and making an electrical car as part of our sustainability theme. 
The children will create their own design criteria for this project and will use a range of 
mechanisms to make their car move.  

In Computing this half term, we will be completing a really exciting project using 
micro:bits! A micro:bit is a pocket-sized computer that introduces you to how software 
and hardware work together. It has an LED light display, buttons, sensors and many 
input/output features that you can program and physically interact with. We will be 



coding the micro:bits to create LED fishing nets in order to try to combat the problem of 
‘bycatch’ (unwanted fish and other marine creatures trapped by commercial fishing nets.) 
We will be completing a full day’s workshop in order to help familiarise the children with 
the new technology and I am sure they will really enjoy it.   

PE with Michael will be on Mondays and Tuesdays. If the weather is fine, this session will 
be in the playground, so please ensure that your child wears appropriate footwear and 
clothing to school on these days.  

In PSHE (Personal, Social, Health, Education) We will be continuing with the Burnet News 
Club and our new issue is- ‘The Future of work.’ Throughout history, changes in society 
have forced the working world to evolve - and the news has been full of stories that 
suggest covid-19 is the latest turning point. This half-term, the Burnet News Club will take 
a closer look at the problems and opportunities that might arise in the future of work, 
answering questions like: how have different industries been affected by the pandemic? 
What does this mean for their workers? And how might business models change in the 
future? We will also be completing some PSHE lessons focussing on racial equality, 
challenging gender stereotypes and the importance of acceptance across all cultures.  

The children should still be completing some pages of their maths workbook, at home 
each week. These can be brought into school from Monday 7th December 2020 to be 
checked. Thank you for your continued support throughout the past half term! If you have 
a questions or concerns, please email or phone the office to arrange a phone 
appointment.  

 

With Best Wishes, 

 

Tanya 

 


