
Year 4 Summer 2

Dear Parents/Carers,

Wow, can you believe we’re in the final term of Year 4? I know

I can’t. It’s been a fantastic year, even with a pandemic! I’m

looking forward to the final term as we have an exciting topic

ahead of us...The Romans!

In Literacy we will be focusing on two texts: Escape from Pompeii by Christina Ballit and

Queen of Darkness: Boudica’s Army will Rise by Tony Bradman. In our English lessons, we will

be writing newspaper reports detailing the events of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius, emotive

diary entries and finally a playscript. In Reading lessons, Tony Bradman’s book of Boudica will

be our focus. We’ll be focusing on the author's intent and examining his choice of words and

phrases and the impact they have on the reader.

In Maths we will be finishing our unit on decimals. We’ll be rounding and ordering decimals

before moving onto our study of time and money. After ordering and estimating amounts,

we’ll be converting pounds and pence. Finally, we’ll solve problems by adding and subtracting

money in order to give change. Telling time is always a difficult concept for children, so extra

practice at home will be extremely beneficial. Our year will end with a short unit on statistics

with an analysis of line graphs.

Our topic for Science this term is Sound. Our big question is ‘Which materials would be best

for a pair of sound-proof earmuffs?’ To answer this question, children will identify how

sounds are made and recognise that vibrations travel through a medium to the ear. It should

be a fun unit!

In Computing we will be learning how to be Toy Designers. We’ll be using scratch again to

create a prototype of a toy which has an input and an output. The unit will culminate in a

pitch to the Dragons - will their toy make the cut?!

The History question we’ll be tackling this term is ‘Septimius Severus, Boudica or Claudius

Caesar; who was the most effective leader?’ This unit focuses on three leaders synonymous

with Roman times and evaluates their effectiveness as a leader. We will look at each three

separately and analyse their impact on Britain before putting them head to head in a

comparison. Children, as always, will develop their critical thinking skills while learning a

wealth of knowledge.

In P.E. children will be practising the rules and strategies of different games. As always,

teamwork and cooperation will be a focus. PE will be on Monday morning and Tuesday

afternoon. Please ensure your child comes to school in their PE kit on those days.

In Art, the class will be studying Roman Frescos and using these to design their own painting.

Our medium this term is watercolours. After experimenting with the new medium and

learning different techniques, we will plan and paint our own Roman Garden Fresco.

In R.E. we will spend this half term learning about Christianity and answering the big question

‘Do people need to go to church to show they are Christians?’ After comparing different



places of worship and what they mean to individuals, we’ll examine Baptism and Holy

Communion.

In PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education) we will be answering the big question ‘What

changes will we see as we grow up?’ We’ll begin the unit by discussing how we look after our

teeth. Then, we’ll move onto our unit around puberty and identify how the body changes as

they grow up. We’ll discuss male and female body parts and the agreed words we use for

these. FInally, we’ll explore how puberty is linked to reproduction.

In Music, we will be continuing with recorders, focusing on pulse, rhythm, pitch, harmony,

and reading music. Lessons are on a Friday so please remind your child to bring their

recorder.

For homework this first half term, we will be continuing with project-based learning. They

were a huge success last term and it was great to see the children so engaged with the topics.

Please see your child’s homework book for the homework grid which contains further

information. An extra set of activities have been added for ‘Catch-up’ and children are

expected to complete one of these each week. Homework is due on Thursday July 22
nd

for a

class-wide exhibition.

Reading continues to be the most useful and important thing you can do at home with your

child. In key stage 2 they should be reading for at least 20 minutes independently every night

and making at least three entries in their reading record a week. Children may take books

home from school but only bring them back in- when they have finished them- on Thursdays.

Reading records should be brought in every Thursday to be checked.

If you have any questions, concerns or problems please do not hesitate to come and see me.

Kind Regards,

Erica


