
Year 3 Autumn 1 
  

Dear Parents/Carers, 
  
Welcome to Year 3 and Key Stage 2! I hope 
you have all had a relaxing summer and had 
a chance to reconnect with family and 
friends. We have a very exciting term ahead 
of us and I can’t wait to get started! Over 
the Autumn term, we will be heading back 
to the Prehistoric times learning all about 
the Stone Age. 
 
In Literacy we will be focusing on three texts: Dave’s Cave by Frann Preston Gannon, Mammoth 
by Anna Kemp and Lost Species by Jess French. In our English lessons, we’ll be revising our core 
skills (single clause vs. multi clause sentences, punctuation, handwriting) before moving onto 
adding description to our writing by using prepositions, adverbs and noun phrases. By writing 
engaging, purposeful texts (e.g. estate agents selling a new cave, missing posters for a 
mammoth and a formal letter applying to be a monster hunter) children will be immersed in 
the topic and write high-level pieces. In Reading, we will be exploring the text Lost Species. In 
Autumn term, our focus will be on skimming and scanning the text to retrieve information 
quickly.  
 
In Maths we will start the year with an in depth unit on place value. After recapping numbers 
to 100, we will move on to numbers to 1000. By using concrete resources (e.g. counters and 
base 10) children will develop a deep understanding of these concepts. After comparing, 
ordering and sequencing numbers to 1000, we will move onto a unit on adding and subtracting. 
It is important for children to know their number bonds to 10 and 100. Extra practise at home 
would be very helpful!  
  
Our topic for Science this term is Rocks. Our big question is ‘What were James Hutton’s ideas 
about rocks and what has changed since then?’ To answer this question, children will first 
compare and group rocks based on their appearance and simple physical properties. They will 
also describe in simple terms how fossils are formed. In addition, children will examine James 
Hutton’s key discoveries. 
  
In Computing we will be learning how to be Programmers. We’ll be using scratch to create a 
short animation based on our book Dave’s Cave. Children will program Dave to create a 
memorable animation. 
  
The History question we’ll be tackling this term is ‘How did daily life change from the Stone 
Age to the Bronze Age?’ After establishing the key ages within the Stone Age, children will 
explore the progression from flint to bronze, the change from hunter-gatherer to farmer and 
the changes in settlement. Using artefacts and key historical vocabulary will be a focus of this 
unit. 
  
In P.E. children will be practising the rules and strategies of different games. As always, 
teamwork and cooperation will be a focus. PE will be on Tuesday and Wednesday. Please 
ensure your child comes to school in their PE kit on those days.   
  



In Art, the class will be studying Stone Age cave paintings and using these to design their own 
prints. We’ll look at the different animals often painting and then explore the different patterns 
on their fur. These should prove excellent inspiration to create some one-of-a-kind prints!  
  
In R.E. we will spend this half term learning about Sikhism and answering the big question 
‘Does joining the Khalsa make a person a better Sikh?’ By learning about the Amrit Ceremony 
and the 5 K’s of the Khalsa, children will explore Sikhism and how these traditions are 
meaningful to Sikhs. 
 
In PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education) we will be answering the big question ‘How can I 
be a good friend to my peers?’ We’ll begin the unit by looking at the different qualities we 
think are important in our friends. We’ll discuss the ups and downs of friendships and how we 
can set boundaries. Finally, we’ll look at bullying and how we can deal with this form of 
negative persistence.  
 
In Music, we will be learning how to play recorders, focusing on pulse, rhythm, pitch, harmony, 
and reading music. Lessons are on a Wednesday. Children will each be given a recorder which 
they will need to remember to bring in each week for their lessons.  
  
For homework this first half term, we will be continuing with project-based learning. Please 
see your child’s homework book for the homework grid which contains further information. 
Homework is due on Wednesday October 20th for a school-wide exhibition. 
  
Reading continues to be the most useful and important thing you can do at home with your 
child. In key stage 2 they should be reading for at least 20 minutes independently every night 
and making at least three entries in their reading record a week. These entries need to be 
signed by an adult. Children may take books home from school. We have a school library 
brimming with exciting books! If you need any help with book suggestions please let me know. 
Reading records should be brought in every Thursday to be checked.  
  
If you have any questions, concerns or problems please do not hesitate to come and see me. 
  
Kind Regards, 
  
Erica 

  

  

  

  

  

  


