
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back to the beginning of an exciting new school term! I hope you all 
had a good summer break and are looking forward to the year ahead.  
 
Year Two is an important year for your child, as he/she develops the skills and 
knowledge necessary for the end of Key Stage 1 assessments in reading, writing, 
grammar, spelling and punctuation and maths. We will be building on the learning 
from Year 1 and developing the children’s reading comprehension skills, their 
ability to produce interesting writing in a variety of forms and their calculation and 
problem-solving skills. The increase in complexity and pace of the work from 
Year 1 can be a bit daunting for some children in the first few weeks but please 
be assured that they soon adapt to the new demands and generally enjoy the 
new challenges. 
 
Although reading skills are obviously very important, please remember that 
reading is not a race or a competition, and that children develop at different rates. 
Reading should be enjoyable for your child and not a chore that has to be 
endured! Children will be reading with an adult in school on a regular basis but 
reading at home, whether your child does the reading or listens to you read, is 
essential to your child’s continued progress in both reading and writing.  
 
Each child has a reading record book for parents/carers to note any comments 
about their child’s reading. Please ensure that this remains in your child’s 
bookbag, as your comments can be very helpful to adults reading with your child 
at school. Children who are reading the Read Write Inc. books will have their 
books changed by an adult on a regular basis. Children who have already 
completed the set of Read Write Inc. books are free to choose books from the 
book corner or library and to change them independently as and when they are 
finished. These books should also be noted in their reading records. 
 
Homework  
In Year 2, homework mainly consists of reading and we ask that you listen to 
your child read as many times as you can in a week. Regular reading is vital for 
your child’s progress. At this stage, the frequency of the reading is more 
important than the length of time that your child reads for so we advise keeping 
the sessions short and frequent.  
 
Homework books will be sent home at the beginning of every half term with a 
selection of activities for your child to do. Please encourage your child to 
complete as many activities as possible and return the book to us at the end of 
the half term. 
 
We do not have scheduled ‘Show & Tell’ sessions every day, but if your child has 
something unusual and of real interest he/she can bring it in and we will try to 
make time to share it with the class. I would like them to rehearse what they are 

 



going to say at home beforehand and write a few sentences to bring in and read 
out. 
 
P.E takes place on Tuesday and Wednesday  and will be indoor or outdoor, 
depending on the weather and what we are doing. Please ensure that your 
child brings a suitable PE kit (shorts & t-shirt + joggers/leggings if cold) 
and trainers/plimsolls on these days. P.E kits can be brought on Mondays and 
left on your child’s peg for the week. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns you would like to discuss, please make an 
appointment to see me. Could I please ask that you only pass on urgent 
information to me in the mornings when you leave your child, as this is a very 
busy time of day and I cannot guarantee that you will get my full attention!  If your 
child is going to be collected at home time by someone other than you, you must 
let either Madge, Charlie, myself or the office know. If we are not told, we will not 
allow your child to go with another adult. Can I also please remind you to check 
your child’s bookbag, the school website and the classroom door regularly for 
important letters and notices.  
 
Savannah  
Class Teacher - Year Two 
 
Literacy 
 
We will be reading The Great Fire of London by Emma Adams. The children will 
use this recount to write descriptive  pieces, poems and instructions. In grammar, 
spelling and punctuation lessons, we will concentrate on the correct use of capital 
letters and full stops and present and past tenses. 
 
Maths 
 
The children will be building on calculations from Year 2, extending and refining 
methods for adding and subtracting. We will concentrate on learning number 
bonds for all numbers to 20 e.g. 18-7 = 11, 11 + 7 = 18 so that children develop 
the ability to recall and use these facts fluently. They will also learn about place 
value and what each digit in a number represents. They will learn to order 
numbers and to use the › (more than) and ‹ (less than) symbols.  
 
History 
 
We will be learning about the Great Fire of London and some of the contributing 
factors for the spread and how it would be different to a fire in 2021.   
 
Science 
 
Our topic is ‘Using Everyday Materials.’ We will be learning about the properties 
of various materials and why they are, or are not, suitable for different purposes. 
The children will be testing materials, recording results and drawing conclusions. 
We will also make a start on our plant topic, learning how they grow and change 



over time. We will be observing plants in our local area and recording how they 
change throughout the year. 
 
P.E 
 
The children will work with Michael, our PE specialist, on multi-skills and 
developing their ability to throw and catch with increasing accuracy. They will use 
these skills to make up individual games, considering how to make them more 
difficult and describing and teaching them to others.  
 
Music 
 
We will be concentrating on our voices and the different ways they can be used 
to create music. We will be learning a variety of new songs linked to our topics 
and the seasons. 
 
Computing/Art 
 
Children will be programmers, learning to follow and give instructions in a 
sequence. 
 
Art 
 
The children will be learning about structures and how to strengthen and stabilise 
them. They will learn to apply surface decoration in relief and by drawing in and 
experiment with, construct and join recycled, natural and man-made materials 
 
PSHE 
 
This term in PSHE our topic is ‘How to stay safe’, the children will learn the 
importance of safety and hygiene.  
 
R.E. 
 
We will be learning about Christianity and retell a story Jesus told about being 
kind as well as give examples of when Jesus showed kindness. 


