
 

 

Year 2 | Autumn 2  
Dear Parents,  

I hope the following information will provide you with an insight into what 
the children will be learning this term. Should you have any problems, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Best wishes, 

Savannah, Charlie & Madge 

 

Reading 
Each child has a reading record book for comments about their reading. Children who are 
reading the Read Write Inc. books will have their books changed by an adult on a regular basis. 
Children who have already completed the set of Read Write Inc. books are free to choose books 
from the book corner or library, they can read, and to change them independently as and when 
they are finished. Please note the pages read in their reading record book. 
 
Homework  
In Year 2, homework mainly consists of reading and we ask that you listen to your child read as 
many times as you can in a week. Regular reading is vital for your child’s progress. At this 
stage, the frequency of the reading is more important than the length of time that your child 
reads for so we advise keeping the sessions short and frequent. Please support your child’s 
learning at home by practising their spelling challenges with them and reading regularly. 
Spellings are in your child’s homework book and they will be tested every Friday. Homework 
books will be sent home at the beginning of every half term with a selection of activities for your 
child to do. Please encourage your child to complete as many activities as possible and return 
the book to us at the end of the half term 
 
English  
In English we are reading ‘The Queen’s Hat and the Queen’s Handbag’ by Steve Antony. A 
story of the journey of the Queen’s belongings and daily life. We will be learning how to write a 
journey story. We will look at existing journey stories and identify the key structure of what 
makes them successful. We will then learn to recite a story, using actions and pictures to help 
us remember it. Once we have learnt it, we will then use it to help us write our own journey 
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stories with alternative endings. We will be concentrating on writing sentences, which are 
clear and interesting to our readers. As always, we will continue to concentrate on spellings, 
handwriting, punctuation and using excellent vocabulary throughout our writing.  
 
Maths  
We will also be focusing on the four operations. Children will be learning about the commutative 
rule for addition and will learn to recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition 
and subtraction to check calculations. Children will also be learning to recall and use addition 
and subtraction facts to 20 and use related facts to 100. As well as this, children will be taught to 
calculate statements for multiplication and division within the 2, 5 and 10 times table. They will 
learn that multiplication can be done in any order, but division cannot. Children will be taught to 
recognise and use symbols for pounds and pence, make the same amounts using different 
combinations of coins and solve simple problems, including giving change 
 
PSHE 
During this term in PSHE, we will be learning about the importance of communication to build 
and maintain healthy relationships.  Alongside this and throughout the year, we will be shaping 
our growth mindset culture and will be learning about the characteristics of a growth mindset 
and how all children can develop this.  
 
Science 
Our science topic will cover, ‘Living things and their habitats’. Children will be taught to explore 
and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never 
been alive. Children will learn to identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their 
habitats, including microhabitats and  describe how animals obtain their food from plants and 
other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of 
food. 
 
PE 
PE will take place every Tuesday and Wednesday. . Children will be developing their 
fundamental movement skills, specifically, their ability to dodge effectively. In gymnastics, 
children will be learning to link different types of movement to create a routine. P.E takes place 
on Tuesday and Wednesday  and will be indoor or outdoor, depending on the weather and what 
we are doing. Please ensure that your child brings a suitable PE kit (shorts & t-shirt + 
joggers/leggings if cold) and trainers on these days. 
 
 
 
 



3  

 

 
Art  

   In Art, children will be discussing and comparing the work of Rembrandt and Caravaggio    
within the Baroque period. They will then develop their own drawing and painting skills using and 
mixing colours to create their own painting inspired by The Great Fire of London. 

 
RE  
In R.E. this term children will be learning about Christianity and Christian beliefs, specifically the 
importance of kindness and why Christians believe God gave Jesus to the world. Towards the 
end of term we will be performing a Christmas play. 
 
Geography  
This term, children will be learning about the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. Later in 
the term, they will begin to understand geographical similarities and differences between their 
local area and the rest of the U.K. 
 
Phonics  
Due to the Year 1 Phonics Screening in June being cancelled, Year 2 children are now 
expected to sit the Phonics Screening test this half term. In order to prepare the children for this, 
Year 2 take part in daily phonics sessions to recap and learn new sounds. To help your child 
with this, please try to practice phonics skills. You will find resources to help with this in 
homework books. 


