
Year 3 Autumn 2 
  

Dear Parents/Carers, 
  
Over the rest of the Autumn term, we will continue 
learning about Prehistoric Britain.  
 
In Literacy we will be focusing on two texts: How to 
Wash a Woolly Mammoth by Michelle Robinson and 
Lost Species by Jess French. In our English lessons, we 
will write a range of text types including Instructions, 
Newspaper reports and Formal letters. All linked to 
our topic, they not only give purpose to our learning but also excitement. Need a prehistoric 
monster hunter? Look out for our formal letters! Want to know how to wash a Woolly Mammoth? 
Our instructions should help with that! We will continue to focus on sentence structure and 
punctuation and also analysing the features of each text type. In Reading, we will continue to 
study the book, Lost Species. We will then move onto studying short narratives to develop our 
inference skills.  
 
In Maths we will finish our unit on Addition and Subtraction. In year 3, children are expected 
to be able to add and subtract 3-digit numbers with exchanging. We will learn the formal 
method and then apply this to solve reasoning problems. Then, we will move onto our 
multiplication and division unit. This term, we will be learning our 3, 4 and 8 times table. 
Practicing at home is imperative for children to memorise these. 
  
Our topic for Science this term is Animals, including humans. Our big question is ‘How did 
Chemist, Marie Maynard Daly, use science to help us improve our diets?’ Marie Maynard Daly 
was an African American biochemist who studied how sugar and cholesterol affect the human 
body. Children will look at healthy diets and how important these are to the healthy 
development of our bones and muscles.   
  
In Computing we will be learning how to be Debuggers. We’ll be using scratch again to debug 
small errors in simple coding. We will analyse the scripts used in order to correct issues.  
  
The Geography question we’ll be tackling this term is ‘What do lines of longitude and latitude 
tell us?’ This is a map based unit where children will learn about the different hemispheres and 
key lines of longitude and latitude. We will be learning how to read coordinates and locate 
different places on a map. 
  
In P.E. children will be practising the rules and strategies of different games. As always, 
teamwork and cooperation will be a focus. PE will be on Monday and Wednesday. Please ensure 
your child comes to school in their PE kit on those days.   
  
In Design and Technology, the class will be studying Stone Age clothing and sewing their own 
Stone Age bag. First, we’ll be developing design criteria and then practising a running stitch. 
After cutting a pattern and measuring out our fabric, we’ll create a bag, perfect for collecting 
nuts and seeds.  
  
In R.E. we will spend this half term learning about Christianity and answering the big question 
‘Has Christmas lost its true meaning?’’ We will look at the Nativity story and what Christians 



believe happened. Then, we’ll compare our own experiences of Christmsa and how the 
meaning can vary for different people. 
 
In PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education) we will be answering the big question ‘Why do I 
sometimes feel sad, angry or upset and what can I do about it?’ We will focus on articulating 
our emotions and developing strategies to deal with them. There will also be a focus on grief, 
loss and loneliness and how to seek support when we encounter these feelings. Finally, we 
will look at self-esteem and self-respect and how these link to our happiness. 
 
In Music, we will continue learning how to play recorders, focusing on pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
harmony, and reading music. Lessons are on a Wednesday. Children need to remember to bring 
in each week for their lessons.  
  
For homework this first half term, we will be continuing with project-based learning. Please 
see your child’s homework book for the homework grid which contains further information. 
Homework is due on Wednesday December 8th for a school-wide exhibition. 
  
Reading continues to be the most useful and important thing you can do at home with your 
child. In key stage 2 they should be reading for at least 20 minutes independently every night 
and making at least three entries in their reading record a week. These entries need to be 
signed by an adult. Children may take books home from school. We have a school library 
brimming with exciting books! If you need any help with book suggestions please let me know. 
Reading records should be brought in every Thursday to be checked.  
 
It is also time to start practising times tables at home. All children have a login for Times Table 
Rockstars which is a great website for children to use. As children learn their times tables, I 
suggest giving children a sheet with the questions and answers on it. We want to encourage 
memorisation of these, rather than calculating them (which we will learn in our maths lessons!). 
I have attached a sheet for them to use.  
  
If you have any questions, concerns or problems please do not hesitate to come and see me. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Erica 

  

  

  

  

  

  



 


