
Year 4  Autumn 2 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Happy Autumn 2 term Year 4! It was lovely to meet so many of you before the break.  I hope you all had a 
nice break. This half term we keep up the hard work as we continue throughout the exciting topic ‘Iron 
Man’. 
 
In English we will be studying the texts ‘Robot Girl’ by Malorie Blackman and ‘Until I met Dudley’ by Roger 
McGough. ‘Until I met Dudley’ is a playful story about a child who discovers how common appliances and 
machines work. Using the text as inspiration, we will be writing explanation texts about how appliances 
work. You know that there’s a dragon living in your toaster, right? 
 
In Reading, we will continue to build our stamina to read longer, more complex pieces of writing. We will be 
making more sophisticated inferences and use evidence from the text to back up our claims.  
 
In Maths we will first look at length and perimeter before moving onto multiplication and division. First, 
children will look at converting between units of measure (km, m, cm and mm). Next, we will add and 
subtract lengths using these units. Finally, we will look at the perimeter of both rectangles and rectilinear 
shapes. The end of the term will be spent focusing on our multiplication and division facts. 
 
Our topic for Science this term is about living things and their habitats. Our big question this unit is ‘How has 
the use of insecticides affected bee populations?’ Children will describe, recognise and group invertebrates 
in a variety of ways. They will also need to group plants and recognise that environments can change and 
the dangers this can pose to living things.   
 
In Computing we will be learning how to be HTML editors. We will differentiate between the web and the 
internet and discuss what a URL is. Using X-Ray Goggles, we will look within a website at the specific tags 
that make up the HTML. Finally, children will create their own simple website using a program called Brackets 
by writing their own HTML.  
 
In Geography we will be analysing how land can be used differently and looking for patterns within our local 
area and the United Kingdom. Our big question is ‘How is land used differently within the UK?’ During this 
unit, children will conduct fieldwork, examine a range of maps and locate counties of the UK. By comparing 
rural and urban areas, children will look for patterns and develop their understanding of the UK.  
 
In PE children will be practising the rules and strategies of different games. As always, teamwork and 
cooperation will be a focus. PE will be on Monday afternoon and Tuesday afternoon. Please ensure your 
child comes to school in their PE kit on those days.   
 
In Design and Technology, the children will be building mechanisms which include a pulley system. Our brief 
this term is to design and make a trap to contain Iron Man. After developing our own design criteria and 
building a class prototype, children will build their very own trap.   
 
In RE we will spend this half term learning about Buddhism and answering the big question ‘What is the 
most significant part of the nativity story for Christians today?’ We will look at different symbols in our 
everyday life before narrowing into the nativity story. Children will learn what Jesus symbolises to 
Christians to decide what the most important part of the nativity story is.   
 
In PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education) we will be discussing online safety. We will be looking at 
different ways we can stay safe online and what to do if something happens whilst they are online. 



 
In Music, we will be continuing with recorders, focusing on pulse, rhythm, pitch, harmony, and reading 
music. Lessons are on a Wednesday afternoon so please remind your child to bring their recorder.   
 
 
Reading continues to be the most useful and important thing you can do at home with your child. In key 
stage 2 they should be reading for at least 20 minutes independently every night and making at least three 
entries in their reading record a week. Children can fill out their reading record themselves. This can be done 
by either writing; a summary of what they have read, new words they have learnt or a few sentences about 
what they liked. We have a new reading display in our classroom called ‘books we have read.’ Every time 
your child has finished reading a book, we will photocopy the front cover and put it on the display. There will 
be a prize for the children if they can fill the board before Christmas. 
 
As I mentioned to many of you during Parents’ Evening, it is really important for your children to continue 
practicing their times tables at home in order to prepare for the times tables check in Summer. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Kate 
 
 
 
 
 
 


