
 

Year 4 Spring 2                                           

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are already more than half way through the year! The children were all keen to talk about their holidays - even a storm didn’t 
stop their enjoyment. This term we are continuing to explore Dystopian worlds by describing and understanding biomes, vegetation 
belts and climate zones.  

In Literacy, the graphic novel ‘The City of Ember’' will form the basis of some of our writing: creating job descriptions, the use 
of dialogue to convey the emotion of the characters and persuasive writing. ‘The City of Ember’ transports the children to ‘Ember’ 
which, unbeknownst to its residents, exists underground. The city is in crisis. Children Lina and Doon receive job assignments as 
their schooling ends. The novel explores how the children begin to stand up to authority figures and think for themselves.  As they 
move towards adulthood, they mature and are able to help the residents of Ember.    

In Maths we will continue learning and revising our 6, 7 and 8 times tables. We will be recapping steps to ensure children have a 
thorough understanding of tenths and equivalent fractions before moving into adding and subtracting fractions. The progression 
from paper folding and finding two equivalent fractions is explored before moving on to looking at numerical relationships in a 
more abstract way. Then we will move on to Decimals. We will be exploring the link with fractions and decimals using concrete 
manipulatives and pictorial representations. Using counters on a place value chart will help children see the connections when 
dividing by 10 and by 100. 

Our topic for Science this term is about classification keys to identify animals in the garden. We will be identifying habitats, the 
characteristics of invertebrates and vertebrates, exploring classification keys and how changes in the environment can pose 
dangers to living things. 

In Computing we will be learning how to be Co-Authors. We will be learning how the internet can be used for communication. We 
will know that some things you say, do and publish online are public and permanent and understand that digital content is owned 
and you may need to get permission before using content (e.g. images). We will understand some of the ways that technology 
works and is used at home, school and the world of work. 

PE will be on Tuesday afternoon. Please ensure your child comes to school in their PE kit on Tuesday. Swimming is on Monday 
- this is part of the National curriculum and not an option.  Please remember your child has to wear a swimming hat. 

In Art, we have a visit to the Dulwich Picture gallery to finish our printmaking topic. We will take part in a  special artist-led 
workshop inspired by the current exhibition ‘Helen Frankenthaler: Radical Beauty’. Our DT project is cooking, so we will look at 
different healthy foods and will be creating a healthy vegan meal. 

In RE, we will be looking at the concept of forgiveness and answering the Big Question ‘Is forgiveness always possible for 
Christians?’. We will be finding out how religion can influence people’s lives, and discussing the impact of beliefs and practices 
on individuals. 

In PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education) we will be talking about our strengths and thinking about how one person's strengths 
can be another's weakness, reflecting on the strength or skills needed for different jobs. We will consider financial management 
and why financial planning is important. We will ask the question ‘How can l plan now for my future?’ 

In Music, we will be continuing with recorders, focusing on pulse, rhythm, pitch, harmony, and reading music. Lessons are on a 
Wednesday so please remind your child to bring their recorder.    

Reading continues to be the most useful and important thing you can do at home with your child. In Key Stage 2 they should be 
reading for at least 20 minutes independently every night and making at least three entries in their reading record a week. These 
entries need to be signed by an adult. Children may take books home from school. We have a school library brimming with exciting 
books! If you need any help with book suggestions please let me know. Reading records should be brought in every Thursday to be 
checked. Please complete at least three items on the Homework grid. We will be having a class exhibition of homework on the 
31st March. A Maths book is being given to every child please make sure your child completes a page every week.  
 
Thank you to those who have been practising times tables at home. Please keep this up. This will not only be helpful for their 
learning in maths lessons, but also prepare them for the statutory times table test at the end of this school year. 
  
If you have any questions, concerns or problems please do not hesitate to come and see uis. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Louise and Megan 


