
Year 3 Summer 1 
  

Dear Parents/Carers, 
  
I hope you all had a nice break and enjoyed the sunshine. We’re 
heading into our final term of year 3 and it’s our most exciting one 
yet! From Sky Arts Week to Sports Week, we’ll be busy! We’ll also be 
finishing our ‘Water Worlds’ topic, which has proved popular amongst 
the class so far.  
 
In Literacy, we will be reading two different, yet equally brilliant, 
books. We’ll start with ‘Clean up!’ by Nathon Bryon, a tale of a young 
girl, Rocket, inspired to clean up her local beach. First we’ll write 
job adverts for the ‘Clean-up Crew’ using formal language and modal 
verbs. Then, we’ll continue to develop our formal language in a 
newspaper report about Rocket and her achievements. We’ll finish 
the year with a story about love and acceptance. Nen, a young 
merman ventures to the forbidden land above where he meets 
Ernest, a lonely fisherman. It should inspire some emotive writing!  
 
In Maths we will be moving onto our unit on Time. We’ll start by revising our knowledge of 
o’clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to. Then, we’ll take a more precise look at telling 
the time to the nearest minute. Finally, we’ll use both a.m. and p.m. to specify the time of 
day before comparing durations. Time can often be a trickier concept for children to grasp, 
with so many of our clocks now digital, so focusing on this at home can be very useful. After 
‘Time’, we’ll look at shape (turns and angles, lines, 2D and 3D shapes) and measure (mass and 
capacity).  
  
Our topic for Science this term is plants. Our big question is ‘How does the type of soil affect 
the growth of plants over time?’ After identifying and describing the functions of different 
parts of flowering plants, children will explore the requirements for life and growth. The inquiry 
question should prove an interesting examination of these!  
 
In Computing we will be learning how to be Nature Lovers. After exploring our award-winning 
garden, children will explore the computational concepts of ‘Abstraction’, ‘Logical Reasoning’ 
and ‘Evaluation’. They will make their own abstract design and use BBC micro:bits to display 
their image. They will code these using algorithms and debug as they go. 
 
The Geography question we’ll be tackling this term is ‘What do cities near rivers have in 
common?’ This unit will build on previous knowledge from our last inquiry question. Children 
will focus on four cities: London, Cologne, Lisbon and Budapest. We’ll examine the rivers that 
run through these cities and examine the human and physical features of geography within 
them. Using aerial maps and photographs, children will investigate the similarities of these 
cities. 
  
In P.E. children will be practising the rules and strategies of different games. As always, 
teamwork and cooperation will be a focus. PE will be on Monday and Wednesday. Please ensure 
your child comes to school in their PE kit on those days.   
  



In Design and Technology the class will be putting their chef hats on because it’s cooking time! 
We’ll begin by learning about where our food comes from. We’ll categorise food based on 
whether it's been farmed, reared or caught. We’ll use the principles of a healthy and varied 
diet to design our own menu. The unit will culminate in an exciting day of cooking (and eating!).  
 
In R.E. we will spend this half term learning about Hinduism and answering the big question 
‘Would visiting the River Ganges feel special to a non-Hindu?’ Children will learn about the 
rituals that happen at the River Ganges and explain the significance of these.  
 
In PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education) we will be answering the big question ‘What 
makes our community special?’ I’ve invited some local businesses in to discuss how they 
support our community and what we can do to get involved as well. Stay tuned!   
 
In Music, we will continue learning how to play recorders, focusing on pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
harmony, and reading music. Lessons are on a Wednesday. Children need to remember to bring 
in each week for their lessons.  
  
For homework this first half term, we will be continuing with project-based learning. Please 
see your child’s homework book for the homework grid which contains further information. 
Homework is due on Wednesday July 13th for a class-wide exhibition.  
  
Reading continues to be the most useful and important thing you can do at home with your 
child. In Key Stage 2 they should be reading for at least 20 minutes independently every night 
and making at least three entries in their reading record a week. These entries need to be 
signed by an adult. Children can write their own entries; they can write about what they read, 
an interesting word they found or something they think might happen next.  
  
If you have any questions, concerns or problems please do not hesitate to come and see me. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Erica 
 

 


