
Year 6 Newsletter 

Autumn 1 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back! It has been lovely getting to know the children this week; they 

have settled brilliantly into year 6 and I can tell they are going to be an amazing 

class! Please see below for an overview of our learning for this half term. This 

year, our classes are named after role models who inspire us. During our 

transition morning, we chose to name our class Malorie Blackman because lots 

of us have been inspired by her books such as ‘Pig Heart Boy’ and ‘Hacker.’ Take 

some time to talk about our class role model and see how much your child can 

tell you!  

Our foundation topic for this term is History and therefore all our learning will be based 

around the Ancient Benin Kingdom. We will be exploring the question- How far are the 

developments in Benin evidence of the West  African ‘boom’ of the fifteenth century? 

Children will learn about the history of African empires and the location of the Benin Empire, 

as well as its relation to historical eras studied previously. We will make use of a range of 

sources including pictures of the Benin bronzes, written accounts and pictures, together with 

oral tradition in order to understand the importance of this ancient kingdom. We also have a 

trip planned to enhance our learning so please look out for this letter next week! 

In English, we will be using an excellent novel linked to our theme called ‘Children of the 

Benin Kingdom’ by Dinah Orji. We will recap the features of informal letter writing, 

perspective diary entries, and narratives using dialogue. We will also be revisiting key 

grammatical structures, particularly focussing on identifying and using a variety of clause 

structures independently in our writing.  

In Maths we will spend the entire term on number: place value, calculations, number 

patterns and negative numbers will all be covered to ensure there are no gaps from last 

year’s learning.  Problem solving and worded problems will also be prominent throughout 

the term. It is vital that the children are solid with long division and multiplication by the end 

of this term and know their times table facts; the rest of the year will be very difficult without 

these things in place, so please talk to me ASAP if you have a concern about this.  

In Science, the children will be taught by Andrew on Thursdays. This term, we will be learning 

about electricity and the children will be investigating whether the voltage of the battery 

affects the volume of the buzzer within a circuit. The children will also continue to develop 

their scientific enquiry skills with lots of observations, experiments and research. 

In RE, we will be studying Sikhism and hoping to answer the question- ‘what is the best way 

for a Sikh to show commitment to God?’ We will be reflecting on things that we might show 

commitment to and will learn about the different ways in which a Sikh may choose to show 

commitment to God. 

Our Art topic this half term will be a unit on printmaking. We will be looking at some fantastic 

contemporary artists including Lubaina Himid, Khaled Morad and Richard Kimbo, and 



discussing our opinions of each artist’s work. The children will be building up to creating their 

own, emotive two-colour print. 

In ICT, we will begin with a revision of the importance of E-safety.  The children will also learn 

how to research information on the internet safely and effectively and be discerning in 

evaluating digital content and research. The children will then design and develop their own 

Year 6 website and look at updating this with key information and events throughout the 

term.  

In Music, we will be focussing on developing musical phrases and will be looking at the 

question ‘How does music bring us together?. We will be broadening our musical vocabulary 

and develop the confidence to use this language when giving our opinion on a piece of music.  

PE with Michael will be on Mondays and Tuesdays. Sessions will continue to be held outside, 

where possible, and children should wear appropriate footwear and clothing on these days. 

In PHSE (Personal, Health, Social, Education) we will be discussing the individual strengths, 

skills and interests that we have in the class and celebrating these! We will also continue to 

use current affair topics from the Burnet News Club (now called Topical Talk) to aid in our 

understanding of the wider world.  

For homework, please see the grid of activities attached to this letter.  They are expected to 

complete at least 2 activities, throughout the half term, and there will be an exhibition to 

show their work to the rest of the school on Thursday 20th October 2022. The children 

should also be reading for at least 20 minutes, independently, every night and making at 

least three entries in their reading record a week. Reading records will be checked each 

Thursday.  We will also be having a Family Reading Morning on October 21st (9:00-9:30) and 

it would be lovely if you could join us in school- more details to follow! 

Secondary School Applications 

A reminder that the deadline to complete your application for a secondary place next year is 

Monday 31st October - applications are made online. It is important that you take the time to 

think about which school you would like your child to go to and that you book to look around 

and get more information. Check the school website for information about how to apply for a 

place and Sarah will be holding a parent meeting in the next couple of weeks with specific 

details on how to apply.  

If you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or email the office to book 

an appointment with me, which can be via phone or in person. I am really looking forward to 

teaching this class and I know we will have a fantastic year!  

With best wishes, 

 

Tanya 


