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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back! Lovely to have all the children back and welcome to our new children
joining the class.
Communication and Language 
This half term we will be asking and answering
lots of questions about animal habitats, diets, and
appearance. We will be playing listening lotto
games on the Interactive White Board and using
our CD player. The children will be identifying
percussion sounds, environmental sounds and
animal sounds. We will be playing daily Phase 1
phonics games to develop the children’s sound
discrimination skills as well as singing lots of
rhymes and finding rhyming words. Please find
time to talk with your child away from mobile
phones and other electronic devices.

Personal, Social and Emotional
Development
The Children will be encouraged to talk about
their feelings and worries. We will be focussing on
being kind to one another and saying positive
things to one another. We will be using symbols to
support communication and encourage children to
ask for help if they need it.  We will be focussing
on putting on coats, boots and shoes
independently. Please encourage your child to
practise this at home and to ask politely for food
and drink. We will be working on key skills of
empathy, negotiation, compromise and positive
assertion through play and sharing resources.

Our topic for this half term is:

Amazing Animals

Literacy
We will be reading Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell, Brown Bear, Brown Bear and Polar Bear, Polar Bear by
Eric Carle, Pu�n Peter by Peter Horcek, We’re going on a Lion Hunt by David Axtell, Farmer Duck by
Martin Waddel  and Rosies’s Walk by Pat Hutchins along with many Information books relating to our
topic, Amazing Animals. The children will be making their own mini- books about their favourite pets
and wild animals and making tickets, Invitations and Thank You cards in the writing area. As a class we
will create a daily Black Board with feeding and grooming times for the guinea pigs and learning to
read our visual timetable. The children will contribute to shared writing sessions to make lists and charts
of animals who live in different habitats. We will be making Christmas cards and thank you cards for
friends and family. The children will be learning to recognise their own name and the names of their
classmates. They will be reading captions and labels around the classroom and in the outdoor space.
They will be mark making with chalks, pens and pencils and beginning to form the letters of their name.
Mathematical Development
This half term children will explore counting in different contexts. We will use ‘Busy Things’ on
the computer to count characters jumping with a skipping rope, eating sweets from a bag,
climbing up ladders and hopping on one leg. The children will count beats on a drum, spots on
a ladybird and conkers and stones. We will be looking at different number patterns that
represent the same quantity and using our fingers to represent different amounts up to 6. We
will be developing the children’s mathematical vocabulary in relation to length, height, weight,



quantity and capacity. We will be displaying numbers on toilet doors, and on bikes outside, in
the sand tray and water tray to familiarise the children with digits to 10. Please take
opportunities at home to count and compare quantities and spot numbers in our urban
environment.

Understanding the world
We will be finding out about animals that live on the land, in the sea and in the air and
animals which are now extinct. We will be learning about animals who live in the jungle,
in the desert, on mountain sides and who are kept on farms and as domestic pets. We
will be looking at close ups on Explorify to identify fur, feathers and scales of different
animals.

Physical Development
The children will be encouraged to move freely and with pleasure and confidence in a range of
ways. We will use our playground times to practise the skills of balancing, travelling in different
ways, throwing, catching, aiming, jumping, hopping and games involving bats and balls. There
are daily activities in the classroom during which the children are developing their control of
different tools such as scissors, clay tools, tweezers and tongs. The children have access to
bicycles, tricycles and scooters and wheel barrows.

Expressive Arts and Design
The children will be using paint, chalks, pastels and crayons to experiment with colour and
marks. They will be using collage and printing techniques to explore texture and shape and will
have many opportunities to explore different sensory materials. The children will be
encouraged to express their feelings through music and movement and will be given
opportunities to explore the different sounds of instruments and to move in a variety of ways
to contrasting pieces of music. We will be learning songs and dances for our Winter Show to be
performed in December.

● Please send your child in with a water bottle and their book bag each day.
● Special events and important dates are advertised in our ‘Weekly newsletters’ that are

sent by emails. If you do not receive them, please make sure to see the o�ce and update
your email address. You can also visit our website and twitter account for the most recent
news.

● As wet and cold weather is setting in, could you please make sure that your child has a
set of spare clothes and the clothes are labelled with their names if possible.

If you want any more information or want some ideas of ways you can support and encourage
your child at home, do not hesitate to ask us.

We look forward to an enjoyable half term.

Rebecca, Bunmi, Maria and Janet.


